Date: 4 November 2020

Today is a critical day for North Yorkshire for a number of reasons.
As we prepare to go back into lockdown with the rest of England, I hope we can show the
resilience we are famous for once more and pull together as a county to look after each other and
support our businesses as best we can.
I would urge everyone to use these weeks to stick to the lockdown rules rigidly to help us come out
of this on the other side in the best possible shape. While we are in tier 1 today (November 4), we
were hanging by a thread in that position and were under increasing pressure in some areas where
positive Covid tests were above the England average. The virus remains widespread across the
county and we must not forget that. But if we can work together to get on top of that spread, we can
drive those transmission rates down and help protect our families and help our businesses reopen.
The goal here must be to save lives and protect the economy.
Our hospitality, retail and many other sectors have worked incredibly hard to protect us. I know
many will diversify again and offer takeaways and online goods and services. The run-up to
Christmas if a critical time for many hotels, restaurants and shops. It is also a time when we hope
desperately to be allowed to be with our loved ones. The more we stick to the rules, the greater the
chance of us being able to be together again and to enjoy our high streets, market towns and
villages again.
Tonight there is a real risk that some people may see lockdown eve and bonfire night as a last
chance to gather for a while. Some may be tempted to break the rule of six. This morning I heard
the police gold commander for the county’s response to Covid describe this evening as “mischief
night”. They will be increasing their presence across the county as a result. Please show restraint
and don’t forget there are pretty hefty fines for breaking those Covid rules.
While we will miss not being able to be with friends, we also have an opportunity to help before us.
To pursue those small acts of kindness that we do so well here and which make a big difference to
others. Checking on neighbours, particularly those who are alone or isolated. Shopping for others
when we shop for ourselves. Telephoning people to keep in touch. Using FaceTime, Skype,
WhatsApp – a myriad of other ways to stay in touch. While we will be closely following national
guidance to protect our most frail residents, those in care settings, we will also be ensuring we find
creative ways to help them see loved ones, virtually or face-to-face where that is safe and possible.
The other thing we can do is to buy local when we are shopping online over the coming weeks. We
can look to local businesses, and there are hundreds of great local businesses and retailers
registers on our Buy local directory. There are also Covid-secure services advertised here, so it is a
great place to start for whatever you need: food deliveries, Christmas presents or trades people.
Pleased do look close to home first: https://buylocal.northyorks.gov.uk/
I have also been talking to you for many weeks about the need to change the current two-tier
structure of county and district councils to pave the way for a mayoral-led combined authority here
with devolution as the prize. This morning our proposal for a single new council to deliver all your
services took an important step forward. County councillors, many of whom are also district
councillors, voted overwhelmingly to submit our bid to government. As a result, we shall do so next
week. This is important in making sure that Government can consider all bids on their merits side
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by side and make an informed decision on which ministers feel offer the county and its residents
and businesses the best possible outcomes in the future.
Finally, I would like to invite you to join children from across the county to share with them a virtual
remembrance service. We may not be able to be together physically this year, but we can still pay
our respects and remember. Our children’s champions have worked with children of armed forces
personnel and the service, which is usually at Ripon Cathedral, with be online this year. Please join
us if you can:
https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/news/article/join-countys-service-children-online-remembranceservice
Please stay safe and look after your neighbours at this important time.

NYCC’s website has a dedicated area for all the latest news, see links below:



COVID-19 related news: https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/coronavirus-advice-and-information
Devolution/Stronger Together: https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/stronger-together

Follow us on social media: @northyorkscc on Facebook and Twitter, LinkedIn and Instagram.

North Yorkshire Coronavirus Data
The number of cases of COVID-19 in North Yorkshire continues to increase. At 1 November, there
have been 8,425 positive tests since 3 March, with 2,221 new cases reported in the past two
weeks. Over the past week, the average number of new cases is approximately 161 cases per
day. Work continues to ensure effective monitoring of all areas, with support for incidents being
provided across a range of settings, which are reviewed daily. The North Yorkshire rate for COVID19 cases per 100,000 population is currently lower than both the England and Yorkshire & Humber
rates.
Further information on North Yorkshire data provided at county, district and local area level can be
found here: https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/coronavirus-data.
Local Contact Tracing
From Thursday, 5 November, North Yorkshire County Council will be undertaking local contact
tracing. If the national Test and Trace system is unable to contact a person who has tested positive
for COVID-19 and provide details to the national online system within 24 hours, this will be handed
to the local contact tracing team for follow up.
Local contact tracing calls will be undertaken by trained staff in the County Council’s Customer
Resource Centre, who will provide a seven-day-a-week service (9am-5pm Mon-Fri and 10am-1pm
Sat-Sun). Residents will be contacted on an 01609 number and spoken to by a member of the
Customer Support team on behalf of public health, who will provide specialist support where
needed through the public health hub.
Callers will never ask residents to:
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dial a premium number
make any form of payment
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provide bank account details
provide passwords or PIN numbers
disclose any personal or medical information
download any software

Testing
Testing sites in North Yorkshire, as elsewhere in England, are operated and managed by the
Department of Health and Social Care and private contractors employed by them. We try to help
the department by promoting the mobile testing site locations and hosting information on how
people with symptoms can book a test via the national government portal. We do not manage the
national booking system or laboratory testing process.
Indications are that lab testing capacity is improving but, if you are unable to book a test at a local
site straight away, please keep checking as availability varies during the day.
We are also supporting the Department in asking the public only to get a test if they are directed to
do so by NHS Test and Trace or other NHS services – OR – if they have symptoms, to ensure that
those people who need tests the most can be prioritised.
Before you attend you must book a test. Tests can be booked from 8pm the night before.
Testing sites operated and managed by the Department of Health and Social Care will be running
at the following locations over the coming days between 11am and 3pm:


Every day - Harrogate - Dragon Road Car Park, Dragon Road, Harrogate, HG1 5DB




Thursday 5 November - Whitby - Whitby Park and Ride, Whitby, YO21 1TL
Thursday 5 November - Richmond - Round Howe Car Park, Reeth
Road, Richmond, DL10 4TL
Friday 6 November - Sherburn in Elmet - White Rose Sports Club, The Recreation
Ground, Tadcaster Road, Sherburn in Elmet, LS25 6EL
Friday 6 November - Thornton Le Dale - National Trust Car Park, No.5. Chestnut Avenue,
Pickering,
North Yorkshire, YO18 7RR
Friday 6 November - Northallerton - Newby Wiske Hall, Northallerton, North
Yorkshire, DL7 9HA
Saturday 7 November - Selby - South Entrance, DRAX Power Station, New
Road, Selby, YO8 8PH
Saturday 7 November - Skipton - Coach St car park, Skipton, North Yorkshire, BD23 1LH
Sunday 8 November - Scarborough - Scarborough Park and Ride, Seamer
Road, Scarborough, YO12 4LW
Sunday 8 November - Richmond - Round Howe Car Park, Reeth Road, Richmond, DL10
4TL










Watch this video to find out what to expect and how to prepare for the test:
https://youtu.be/QawyKwIIfKQ
See the latest dates and locations, find out more and how to book at
www.northyorks.gov.uk/testing
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Join county’s service children for online Remembrance service
People in North Yorkshire are being invited to share in an online service of Remembrance involving
school children from across the county.
Each year, North Yorkshire County Council’s service children’s champions, who work with the
children of armed forces personnel and their families, organise an extremely well-attended Service
to Remember at Ripon Cathedral for the county’s service children.
This year, the service cannot be held in the cathedral because of the Covid-19 pandemic. Instead,
it has gone online. The online service is led by the Dean of Ripon, the Very Rev John Dobson, and
has contributions from schools across North Yorkshire, the Army, RAF, local civic leaders and
veterans.
Service children’s champion Jess Greenhalgh said: “We are taking advantage of this unusual
situation and inviting as many people as possible to join us for our Service to Remember. All
schools in North Yorkshire are invited to view the service on Friday, 6 November, the day we would
have all been in the cathedral together.”
The theme this year is Heroes, to reflect not only war heroes, but the heroes of this past year – the
keyworkers. The service children of North Yorkshire have contributed artwork and poems to the
service, detailing their own personal heroes.
The service can be viewed at http://servicepupilschampion.co.uk/Remembrance/

School attendance at the start of the new term has remained high and is currently more than 90 per
cent, which is well above the national average.
We’re very pleased that schools in North Yorkshire have maintained this high attendance rate; it’s
vitally important children remain in education and schools and that parents remain reassured that
schools are safe environments.
We’re continuing to work with schools and other education settings to make sure we continue to
take swift and robust action where we have cases of covid. We currently have just four settings
closed and 15 partial closures of classes or group bubbles. This is out of approximately 1,000
educational settings from nurseries to post-16 education and colleges which we are currently
supporting.
From this month, schools can access support for children and young people most affected by
school closures during the coronavirus outbreak, through the Government’s National Tutoring
Programme. To register an interest in joining the programme, schools can visit the National
Tutoring Programme website. There is also a webinar for schools on Thursday, November 5, which
will provide an introduction to the programme and details on how schools can get involved.

Today we are writing to people in North Yorkshire who are clinically extremely vulnerable and at
higher risk of serious illness from coronavirus to give some reassurance that support is still there in
every community where it’s needed. Since March, we have been working with 23 community
organisations across North Yorkshire to coordinate volunteer and community support in each area,
ensuring everyone who needs help has someone they can call on.
These hubs have been a single point of contact within the community, pulling together other
organisations in the area to provide a safety net of support which will be there for people during the
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November lockdown and beyond. More than 1,500 volunteers have been helping thousands of
people every week with almost 23,000 bags of shopping, over 22,000 hot meals and more than
13,000 prescriptions delivered up and down the county since April.
In addition, they have also been calling people every week to check on their general health and
wellbeing as well as carrying our other activities to support people during the lockdown. Over
14,000 welfare calls and over 17,000 befriending calls have been made since the start of the
pandemic. Between them, CSO volunteers have clocked up over 65,000 volunteering hours.
Over the coming weeks people who need support with shopping, prescriptions, caring for pets and
other essentials are encouraged to contact family, friends, neighbours or groups they belong to.
North Yorkshire residents without those local networks, or anyone concerned about the welfare of
someone else, can contact North Yorkshire County Council’s customer service centre on 01609
780780. The centre is open seven days a week 8am to 5.30pm. People can also find details of
other local voluntary and community groups offering support at www.northyorkshireconnect.org.uk.
To find local businesses offering food deliveries and takeaways in your area, go to the Buy Local
directory at www.northyorks.gov.uk/buy-local.
We’re also urging people to keep checking on neighbours and people in their communities who
might need help and support during the lockdown. Find advice on how to help safely at
www.northyorks.gov.uk/how-you-can-help-during-coronavirus-covid-19
For more information about the help available, including a link to the latest Government advice for
people who are clinically extremely vulnerable, go to www.northyorks.gov.uk/coronavirus.

LEP News: Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme
Following the Prime Minister's announcement on further restrictions, the UK-wide Coronavirus Job
Retention Scheme will be extended until December covering 80% of employees’ wages.
Read More: http://bit.ly/JobRetentionEN
Self-Employment Income Support Scheme
The Self-Employment Income Support Scheme Grant Extension opens for applications from 14
December.
More details: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/self-employment-income-supportscheme-grant-extension/self-employment-income-support-scheme-grant-extension
Coronavirus Loan Scheme updates
The Coronavirus Business Interruption Loan Scheme (CBILS) provides financial support to smaller
businesses affected by coronavirus (COVID-19): https://gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-the-coronavirusbusiness-interruption-loan-scheme. The government guarantees 80% of the finance to the lender
and pays interest and any fees for the first 12 months. The scheme is open until 31 January 2021.
The Bounce Back Loan Scheme (BBLS) enables smaller businesses to access finance more
quickly during the coronavirus outbreak: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-a-coronavirusbounce-back-loan .The scheme is open to applications until 31 January 2021.
Free platform subscription to help sell your produce online during lockdown
With the Government’s announcement of a second lockdown from Thursday, 5 November, the
impact on high street retail in the lead up to Christmas will be significant. The York & North
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Yorkshire Growth Hub continues to offer free subscriptions to the community-led shopping
platform, ShopAppy. The platform can help high street retailers sell their produce online.
More information about how to sign up to ShopAppy can be found
here: https://www.ynygrowthhub.com/how-we-can-help/12-months-shopappy-membership/
York & North Yorkshire Growth Hub offer with Too Good to Go gets even better!
Too Good to Go work with thousands of food businesses in the UK and through their app, connect
consumers with businesses who have surplus food to sell at the end of a day, saving businesses
money and food being thrown away.
By simply registering here, Too Good To Go will waive their annual administration fee for the first
year for 50 businesses to join the platform. On top of this, those businesses that register also
receive a free personal membership to Welcome to Yorkshire (worth £25) which includes a tree
planting on their behalf.
Circular Economy: 6 Benefits to Business E-guides launched for SMEs
Being sustainable and circular makes good business sense.
Employees, shareholders and customers want businesses to make this change that can also
positively affect the bottom line. There are some simple steps that a business can take, including
rethinking waste, looking at energy use, reviewing supply chains and finding inventive ways to keep
materials in use for longer.
The six e-guides launched for the start of Circular Yorkshire Month and developed with FSB, CBI
and West and North Yorkshire Chamber of Commerce give immediate, cost-effective actions that
businesses can take now. In addition, they provide details about how businesses can access
further support to help achieve medium to longer term goals.
Download the guides to see how businesses can benefit: https://www.ynygrowthhub.com/how-wecan-help/sustainability/
REMINDER: York & North Yorkshire LEP Annual Conference
The LEP is holding its annual conference on Friday, 6 November, from 10am.
To register, visit: https://www.businessinspiredgrowth.com/annual-conference-2020/
Staying informed
As always, we are keen to promote the following as main sources of business support information:
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GOVERNMENT: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus/business-support
Y&NY LEP: https://www.businessinspiredgrowth.com/covid-19/
Y&NY GROWTH HUB: https://www.ynygrowthhub.com/how-we-can-help/coronavirus/

