Minutes of the meeting of Riccall Parish Council held on
18th March 2013
from 7.30 p.m. at the Regen Centre
Attending: Cllr Keen (Chairman) Cllrs Adamson, Duggan, Dawson, Kilmartin, Nuttall,
Owen, Rookes, Sharp, Somers-Joce and Wilkinson
County & District Cllr Liz Casling, District Cllr Ian Reynolds
Mrs Lindsey Ryan – Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer
Mrs Sandra Botham – Administrative Assistant
One member of the public
1

Apologies and declarations of interest

There were no apologies for absence.
Cllr Dawson declared a non-pecuniary interest in items 5a & 8.
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Minutes of the Riccall Parish Council meeting held on 21st January 2013
(circulated)
Minutes of the Extraordinary meeting of Riccall Parish Council held on 11th
February 2013 (circulated)
Minutes of the Riccall Parish Council Administration & Finance Committee
held on 11th March 2013 (tabled)

All three sets of minutes were accepted as a true record and adopted.
3

Report on progress and updates since the last meeting

Cllr Casling reported that she had attended a meeting about the resurfacing of Station
Road, following the completion of the Richale Park development. Her understanding was
that an agreement had been reached between NYCC and the developer but Cllr Casling
had not yet received details of timing or costs. Sharon Fox of NYCC is to check plans
submitted for the boundary of the public footpath, alongside the Dunelm Farm
development site as there are some queries.
The Clerk added that she had spoken to Mark Lumby and that he is negotiating with the
developers to complete the works up to acceptable standards at both sites.
The Clerk gave a report on behalf of North Yorkshire Police. There have been a number
of recent burglaries from back gardens and garages in Riccall and other areas within
Selby District. The Police had been informed by the Clerk about a fire on Riccall Park,
behind the skate ramps within a litter bin liner. The fire brigade had attended the incident
and there was no lasting damage to the park.

Cllr Keen added that at a recent CEF meeting, Inspector Abbott had reported that crime
in North Yorkshire is generally down by 2%, however Riccall had 6 incidents last year
and 12 this year.
The Clerk gave an update on action taken and developments since the last meeting:
Thanks were given to members of the Council and staff for the bouquet of flowers sent
following her recent surgery.
Gary Walker is to come along to the meeting to say goodbye to Council members,
following his resignation from his position as Litter Collector.
Contents for the Emergency Plan Battle Box have now been purchased and are stored in
the office. Funding has been claimed from the NYCC Emergency Planning scheme to
recover the costs. A cheque for £100 has been received.
The collection of books for the community library has been reviewed and additional
volunteers have come forward, allowing the possibility of extra opening hours. The Clerk
has secured provision of a new book trolley from NYCC, which will be a welcome
addition for the volunteers.
Fencing on Saunters Way, which was damaged by a lorry has been reported to Selby DC.
Hedging protruding onto York Road from a property has now been trimmed back.
Neighbourhood Watch signs are to be erected in the next couple of months according to
the Chairman and changes to the organisation of the group are on-going.
Selby DC has erected new road signs on The Hawthorns as requested, however an error
has been made on the signage, which the Clerk has already reported to them and this will
be dealt with.
Pot holes on Station Road and Hawthorns have been dealt with by the Highways
Inspector.
Nigel Adams had to cancel a recent surgery in Riccall and this will now be re-arranged.
The Highways Inspector has resolved drainage issues on Back Lane.
The mapping and assets system is constantly being updated to provide accurate
recording/information for Parish Council use.
Up to date information has been submitted for the Selby DC Green Spaces Strategy. The
Clerk has liaised with Andy McMillan at Selby DC to bring all of the recreation facilities
and green spaces up to date within their strategy.

A Winter Weather grant of £250 has been secured from Rural Action Yorkshire and will
be discussed later in the agenda.
Elvington Football Club has met with the Clerk and made some tentative enquiries about
the possibility of hiring the Jubilee Sportsfield for games.
Peter Williamson is in contact with the Clerk regarding his photography project of
Riccall and it is progressing.
Road closures for the carnival weekend have been submitted to Selby DC and the Parish
Council will have an information stand for the event.
A complaint has been received regarding the dog bin on Northfield Lane not being
emptied regularly by Selby DC -the Clerk has complained to SDC about it being missed.
ID badges have been ordered for more recent Council members and staff members.
The Selby DC Rural Housing Enabler has offered to make a presentation at a Riccall PC
meeting. Cllrs were interested and the Clerk will set this up for the April meeting.
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Matters from Public Participation

A resident has complained about an overgrown hedge near to Costcutter. The Clerk has
written to the resident twice and will ask the Highways Inspector to get involved if need
be.
Cllr Adamson queried progress with the proposed new footpath near to the York Road
bus-stop. District Cllr Reynolds advised that funding issues are still on-going.
Cllr Kilmartin queried progress with the provision of double yellow lines opposite the
Post Office. The Clerk advised that it had gone to public consultation as far as she is
aware but will chase it up.
5

Correspondence

5a) General correspondence - requiring decisions:
*NYCC – Selby Area Committee has vacancies for co-opted members - anyone
interested can contact the Clerk.
*A resident has emailed about traffic control and noise issues, suggesting a ‘sleeping
policeman’ to help slow down the traffic using Kelfield Road and reporting that
unattended barking dogs are causing a nuisance. The barking dogs have already been
reported to Selby DC by the resident concerned. The Clerk will ask about Police speed
reporting within Riccall. It was suggested that the resident may wish to contact the
RSPCA.

*Riccall Neighbourhood Watch has invited the PC to provide a short presentation or
display at their forthcoming AGM – depending on numbers attending, a display may be
provided for the AGM.
5b) General correspondence - for information:
*North Yorkshire County Homeless Group offered to present an initiative to help those
who find themselves having to sleep rough. It was agreed that the presentation was
unnecessary but that posters and information about the initiative can be displayed.
*Emails have been received from two residents regarding the re-surfacing of Station Rd the Clerk has responded to the residents and given them both a contact at NYCC
Highways. Further information is awaited about a timescale on the work.
*John Cattanach passed on positive feedback on Riccall Snow Patrol - noted.
*An email has been received from a resident regarding the opening hours of the
community library suggesting that different opening times might encourage more
families. Although the Regen Centre building is not always open on the weekend, ruling
that option out, the volunteers are looking at ways of providing a teatime session one
night per week.
*Selby C.A.B thanked the Parish Council for their support.
*An email from resident about cold calling and about the resurfacing of Station Rd has
been received. The Clerk has responded and contacted Neighbourhood Watch and the
local Police about the cold calling.
*Riccall and District Community Archive Group thanked the Council for supporting the
group.
*Riccall Carnival thanked the Council for their donation at the Dickensian Fayre
*NYCC information about changes to local bus services in the Selby area, however the
routes through Riccall are unaffected.
*Police and Crime Commissioner notified of the crime plan consultation-a brochure is
available from the Clerk.
*NYCC confirmed the addition of grass cutting in the Hawthorns can be added to our
contract with Tru-Green.
*Local Government Boundary Commission notified of the Electoral review of Selbyanyone interested please contact the Clerk for a web link.

*Residents sent a thank you letter for Riccall Snow Patrol in the Landing Lane area thanks have been passed on to the volunteers.
*A number of residents have sent emails about the dog fouling article in the Beacon,
asking that the Council tries to improve the problem in Riccall.
Cllr Casling left the meeting at 8.05p.m.
5c) Late correspondence – to note only.
Age UK requesting a donation. Cllrs declined as they are soon to be involved with the
Winter Weather Agent Scheme, hopefully having direct contact with elderly residents.
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Accounts

HM Revenue & Customs – quarterly return
Income Tax
NI (Employee)
NI (RPC)
Total

£580.20
£277.17
£322.89
£1,180.26

A total expenditure of £5,325.91 was agreed for March 2013.
The Clerk produced both a bank reconciliation report and a budget update for March
2013 and these were noted by members.
The Clerk advised members that a cheque to Cllr Rookes has been cancelled and reissued, due to the original being lost.
It was noted that Selby DC has issued a press release as they have made an error in
Council Tax invoices that have been sent out to residents, quoting incorrect percentage
increases for the Parish and Town Council element of the invoice. These will have to be
re-issued by the District Council.
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Planning

7a) Selby DC has granted planning permission for the following applications:
Planning permission and conservation area consent has been granted for the erection of a
detached dwelling and garage after the demolition of existing disused outbuildings at 43
Main St, Riccall
Permission has been granted for the demolition of existing conservatory and construction
of single storey rear extension to provide dining area and bathroom extension at 6 Main
St, Riccall

Permission has been granted for the erection of a single storey extension to the rear
following demolition of existing conservatory at 15 Selby Rd, Riccall
7b) The following planning applications will be considered:
None received
7c) Other planning matters
The Clerk reported on potential planning permission for the siting of a container on the
Jubilee Sportsfield for which Selby DC are requesting specific detailed plans be
submitted. Further plans have been submitted and we are awaiting confirmation that
these are acceptable.
Cllr Keen reported back from a complaint made to him by a resident, regarding the open
recreational space provided on-site at the Richale Park housing development. The
residents entered a service agreement when purchasing properties to include provision of
the play area. The Parish Council had made its views clear when planning permission
was sought for the development, that it had not supported the inclusion of the play area
on-site.
The Clerk noted that the second half of payment from the Section 106 Agreement, due on
completion of the site, is still outstanding and that she has followed this up a number of
times with Selby DC. Cllr Reynolds will investigate.
Gary Walker entered the meeting at 8.25p.m. The Chairman moved Item 9 forward.
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Gary Walker

The Chairman welcomed Gary Walker to the meeting. Cllrs took the opportunity to thank
Gary for his ten years of hard work as the Riccall litter collector and let him know for a
final time how much his work has been appreciated by residents. The Clerk presented
Gary with a gift from Council staff and members and wished him the best of luck with
his move. Gary responded by saying how much he had enjoyed his work and thanked
everyone present.
Following the presentation Gary left the meeting.
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Reports and Consultation

Cllr Owens reported back from Snow Patrol activity over the winter period, which had
made seven call outs since 30 Nov 2012. He noted that there had been volunteers
available on all of the occasions. He will check grit levels in the bins prior to the
feedback meeting.

The Clerk suggested a joint thank you evening, inviting volunteers of Riccall Snow
Patrol, Community Library and those that had helped with the Riccall Park art project.
Cllrs were in favour of going ahead with this and providing a light buffet for volunteers,
wine and a tea / coffee option.
Cllr Keen reported back from the Councillor surgery held in March. There were some
concerns over the increasing occurrence of dog fouling and thanks were received for the
efforts of the Snow Patrol. The Clerk noted that dates and meeting places would be
arranged for future surgeries and advertised in the Beacon, on posters and on the
website. Cllrs interested in helping with the surgeries should contact the Clerk.
Cllrs Keen and Dawson reported back from the Community Engagement Forum. Cllr
Dawson spoke about Selby DC policy information given by Andrew McMillan as
previous policy is currently being reviewed with minor changes suggested, including the
reduction of documentation and simplified practices. Cllr Keen reported back from
Richard Sunter’s planning department presentation, focusing on having to process
applications within the eight week deadline with fewer resources.
Cllrs queried the impact of Parish Council comments within the planning system, in
comparison to a number of objections made by individual. The Clerk advised that a
Parish Council is a statutory consultee. Parish Council observations should naturally
carry the same weight as other statutory consultees.
Cllr Keen reported back from the Selby area YLCA meeting, which had been poorly
attended with no guest speaker available.
Cllr Keen also reported that the Carnival Committee were offering to provide a flower
trough for the village as part of the Riccall in Bloom project. Siting of the trough was
suggested either where the old water pump used to be or on the Village Green.
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Recreational / H&S update

Cllr Rookes gave an update on health and safety checks completed on Riccall Park play
equipment for January and suggested that provision of a goal post elsewhere on the
ground. Cllr Nuttall noted similar comments from young people during his visits in
February. The Clerk will make enquiries about the goal post, as Riccall Utd had
previously offered one to the Council for use.
The Clerk reported on matters that related to play equipment or sports field maintenance;
The rubber flags have been re-laid at the top of the mound slide. New flags have been
laid at each gated entrance into the pre-school area and the gated entrance to the junior
area has been re-graded and the trip hazard eliminated. Gates have been oiled and a moss
killer applied to the Vikings and Swords grid.

Cllrs considered a quote of £248 & VAT to fill gaps in the hedge at the Jubilee
Sportsfield with hawthorn plants. It was agreed that the Land Charity should be
contacted to discuss the financial implications of the work.
The Clerk spoke about applying for funds to provide youth initiatives and a community
cohesion event over the summer holidays –Cllrs were in favour and the Clerk will ask
Sarah Agar at SK8 Safe to go ahead with the application for funds.
Cllrs Dawson, Nuttall, Rookes and Sharp volunteered to be part of a working group with
the Clerk to develop the outdoor gym project.
Cllrs agreed that Tru-Green should continue with the maintenance of the Jubilee
Sportsfield until the end of the grounds maintenance contract, when the work will be
tendered for again.
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Winter Weather Agent Scheme

A grant of £250 has been received to allow Riccall PC to participate in an initiative to
assist more vulnerable members of the community. This will include the provision and
filling of another salt bin and cover room hire and costs to initiate the scheme. Cllrs
Dawson, Keen and Owens volunteered to be involved with this project and to work with
the Clerk in setting it up.
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Traffic matters and street lighting

The Clerk presented a report on the condition of all of the Parish Council owned
streetlights and a suggested rolling replacement programme, beginning in April 2013.
Due to the various financial options open to the Council for the replacement scheme, it
was agreed that final options will be discussed between the Clerk and the Admin
Committee via email and their findings brought to the full April Council meeting for
consideration.
The Clerk gave an update on the temporary Vehicle Activated Sign (V.A.S) for Main St,
Riccall which has now been secured for a 12 month trial, with the sign being used for 6
weeks periods then 12 weeks breaks throughout the year. It was noted that traffic speed
information can be downloaded from the V.A.S. Courtesy letters will be sent to residents
opposite the park.
The Clerk reported on resident’s comments regarding cyclists leaving the Sustrans cycle
path and cycling through Riccall on the footpaths. The Clerk will contact Sustrans to pass
on the complaint.
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Riccall Round Walk

Cllrs Adamson and Sharp reported on progress with the Riccall Round Walk. Alterations
to routes have been made and the Clerk has made text changes to the leaflet, with photos

to be updated. There will be a cost to the amendment work on the leaflet but as the
previous artwork will be used, it should be minimal.
Cllrs considered trying to obtain Heritage Lottery funding for information boards -the
Clerk will make some enquiries.
14

Combating dog fouling on footpaths

The Clerk gave an example of how one Parish Council has made a difference to the
problem of dog fouling and the Council considered taking a different approach to this
issue. A recent article in the Beacon has already provoked response from residents, who
are happy to report problem areas. The Clerk will check with NYCC about the possibility
of spraying on footpaths and look further into the Byelaws.
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Risk Assessments

Cllr Nuttall reported that he has completed about 50% of the assessments and has not
come across any major issues. The reports will be emailed to the Clerk.
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Riccall in Bloom

Cllr Keen discussed ideas for re-launching the competition, which has now been
advertised in the Beacon. It is hoped to encourage both businesses and residents to take
part in enhancing Riccall with floral displays.
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Administration and Finance Committee

The Clerk reported on recommendations made by the Committee with the street lighting
having already been discussed in item 12 and staff matters during item 19. The Clerk
will label emails to Cllrs as ‘INFORMATION’ or ‘ACTION’ so that members can
prioritise them more easily.
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Minor items and items for the next agenda

None.
It was resolved that item 19 will be taken in private session, in the absence of the public
District Cllr Reynolds, Sandra Botham and a member of the public left the room at
10.00p.m.
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Staff matters

The Chairman thanked those present and closed the meeting at 10.20pm

