Minutes of the meeting of Riccall Parish Council held on
22nd April 2013
from 7.30 p.m. at the Regen Centre
Attending: Cllr Keen (Chairman), Cllrs Adamson, Duggan, Dawson, Kilmartin, Nuttall,
Owen, Rookes, Sharp, Somers-Joce and Wilkinson.
District Cllr Ian Reynolds
Mr Steve Mongan of Infinergy and Melissa Madge, planning consultant.
Mrs Lindsey Ryan - Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer
Mrs Sandra Botham - Administrative Assistant
10 members of the public
Public Participation
Public Participation commenced at 7.15pm, when members of the public raised questions
relating to the proposal for a renewable energy plant at Riccall Business Park. Mr
Harrington spoke on behalf of the residents of Selby Road, raising concerns about
increased traffic and road safety issues, storage of fuel and associated vermin problems.
He also questioned the fact that the original change of use to a Business Park was limited
to small units using existing buildings but this application includes construction of new
buildings. Concern was also raised about the possibility of underground gasses at the site.
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Apologies and declarations of interest

Apologies had been received from County Cllr Casling.
There were no declarations of interest.
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Minutes of the Riccall Parish Council meeting held on 18th March 2013
(circulated)

Minutes of the Riccall Parish Council meeting held on 18th March 2013 had been
circulated. Cllr Adamson noted that in Item 10 paragraph 3 the use of the word
‘Hawthorns’ needed clarification as he was unsure whether it referred to the street or to
hedging. The Clerk confirmed that it referred to the type of hedging and will check the
wording in the minutes.
The minutes were accepted as a true record and adopted.
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Planning application – re-consultation 2012/1080/FUL

Mr Steve Mongan presented his proposals for a Renewable Energy Plant at Riccall
Business Park. Following a slide show explaining the company’s experience, green
credentials approved by the carbon trust and technical aspects of the process, he
confirmed that:








Oil is converted into bio-electricity
there will be no storage of materials that could attract vermin on-site
around five tankers per day will deliver to the site
the building will use double sound insulation to avoid sound disturbance
tank storage is double-bunded
the site is ideally placed in terms of an existing connection to the National Grid
via a Primary Sub Station and has good parking facilities.
The presentation was followed by a brief question and answer session for members only.
Questions from residents had been emailed to the Clerk and were circulated to members
prior to the meeting.
Cllrs asked for clarification of:
Traffic movements - it was confirmed that there will be 5 x 30 ton tankers per day
delivering 5 ½ days per week from 8am. It is likely that details of delivery arrangements
will form part of the planning consent, should it be given.
Working hours - will be 24 hours per day, 7 days per week with 21 employees working
in shifts. Workers will be recruited from the local area.
Disturbance - buildings are to be double insulated against noise. Noise transmission
through the ground will be eliminated by machinery by using anti-vibration mountings
and tests are to be carried out to test background noise.
Emissions- a 4 m high chimney will be constructed and this will have clean and clear
emissions
It was resolved that standing orders should be suspended for 5 minutes, allowing the
public to ask questions for a 5 minute period.
Members of the public queried if the number of deliveries could be increased. This is
likely to be controlled by any potential planning conditions.
Residents felt the development would be in the wrong location with regard to concerns
about heavy traffic on the A19.
It was queried if the additive used in the process is hazardous and Mr Mongan stated that
it was a restructuring of the water with no hazardous additives.
Residents also asked if other local sites had been considered and Mr Mongan confirmed
they had considered but been unable to develop at the Whitemoor Mine site.
The Chairman closed the question time at 8.40pm and advised residents to raise any
further concerns through Selby District Council. Members of the public then left the
meeting. Mr Mongan was thanked for his presentation and he and Melissa Madge left the
meeting.
Standing Orders were re-instated and the Parish Council meeting resumed at this point.
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Report on progress and updates since the last meeting

County Cllr Casling had reported by email that the Dunelm site footpath is awaiting a
decision. The Enforcement officer at SDC is dealing with resurfacing issues for Station

Road and the potential footpath at the bus stop on York road. Sarah Smith of SDC is in
discussion with Cllr Casling about the play area on the Richale Park estate.
Cllr Reynolds confirmed that the County Council and Linden Homes are in discussion
regarding putting a new footpath on York Road, near to the bus stop.
An update from North Yorkshire Police was given by the Clerk. Arson attacks have been
made locally including hay-bales on the Skipwith Common Road and on the cycle-path
where fencing and hedging has been set fire. A more serious fire had caused loss of a
farmer’s barn. A further fire had been reported in a bin at the skate park. The Clerk asked
Council members to be vigilant and report any suspicious activity to the Police on 101 or
to the Council office.
It was noted that the Neighbourhood Watch AGM is to be held on 1st May at Riccall
Institute, with the guest speaker being the new Crime and Police Commissioner, Julia
Mulligan. The Clerk will man a display and stand at the meeting and Cllr Nuttall
volunteered to help. RNWH have now put up some new signs on streetlight columns
around the village, with the permission of the Parish Council.
The Clerk then reported on action taken and developments since the last meeting:
Selby DC will be replacing the street signs which were incorrectly named.
Sarah Hall, Rural Housing Enabler will attend the May meeting.
ID badges have been issued to those members and staff that needed them.
Gravitex paint has been purchased for the skate ramp.
Police were requested on behalf of concerned residents to carry out speed checks on
Kelfield Road; however residents are advised to use the 95Alive form (available on PC
website) and to log any speed complaints.
Satellite navigation issues resulting in delivery problems with The Hawthorns and Ash
Grove have been reported to Tom-Tom and Street-map.
An application is in the process of being made to the Heritage Lottery Fund to fund
information boards for the Round Riccall Walk.
Peter Williamsons’ ‘Year in the Life of Riccall’ photography project continues to go
well, with him attending lots of group events and meetings around Riccall.
The Village Green notice board has been sanded down and re-stained and the roof swept
of moss. Quotes are being sought for varnishing the other two notice boards.

Residents reported two bags of clinical waste dumped on Station Road. The Clerk
reported these to the environmental team at Selby DC.
Dates for forthcoming Councillor Surgeries have been advertised as 16th May, 4th July,
26th Sept and 28th Nov.
The new Broadband has been installed in the office and is working well.
New accounts software has been ordered from RBS. A training day will take place on 21st
May in the Council Office with a member of RBS staff training the Clerk on how to get
the best from the software for the future.
A ‘thank you’ evening was held for volunteers –see item 8.
Interviews have now taken place for the position of Litter Collector and this will be
discussed in ‘staff matters’.
The Clerk continues to chase Selby DC about outstanding commuted sums to be paid to
Riccall Parish Council, in relation to the two new Linden Homes developments.
Litter problems have become much more evident since Gary Walker left as Litter
Collector, particularly on Riccall Park, with the grass cutting contractors having to spend
time litter picking in order to carry out their work.
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Matters from Public Participation

Hedging at a house next to Costcutter is still causing problems for pedestrians; this will
now be referred to NYCC.
The bus-stop at Riccall Park does not have road markings delineating it as a Bus Stop.
The Clerk will make enquiries.
A resident of Landing Lane has raised concerns with a Council member about the
proposed siting of a container on the Jubilee sports field and also about the number of
cars parking outside the park.
The lack of a pedestrian access from Landing Lane into the Jubilee sports field was
recognised but the Clerk advised that the reasoning for this was to encourage users to
park in either the Regen Centre or Spice Mill car parks and to use the pedestrian access
gates at that end of the field.
A resident has complained about camping taking place on the Millennium Green. The
Police had been called following an incident between the campers and a resident. The
Council will offer to work with the Land Charities to try and get information out that
camping is not allowed in this area.
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Correspondence

6a) General correspondence - requiring decisions:
An email from Blast Films has been received regarding Riccall Snow Patrol. They are
planning to make a three part documentary on behalf of Channel 4 focusing on how local
authorities deal with extreme weather. They are interested in how Riccall Snow Patrol
has worked and how the community of Riccall has helped itself, so may be talking to us.
A resident has enquired about access for motorised scooters on Riccall Park. The Clerk
will follow this up and contact the resident concerned.
NYCC have emailed to confirm that the footpath issue with Carr Lane has been resolved
but there has been no confirmation on the timing of the work.
6b) General correspondence - for information:
A resident has emailed about the accumulation of litter which has arisen since the litter
collector left, particularly at Riccall Park. The Clerk reported that interviews for a new
litter collector have now taken place.
Information about Burn against new sites (BANS) a campaign against a gypsy and
traveller site in Burn.
A resident emailed about overgrowth blocking a public footpath. The Clerk has contacted
the property.
6c) Late correspondence – to note only.
A resident has been in touch about the damage to the Carr Lane footpath. This issue is
being dealt with by NYCC (see item 6a).
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Accounts

A total expenditure of £7581.00 was agreed
Payments for April 2013 were approved
The Clerk gave information about the end of year audit timetable
PAYE end of year
New PAYE real time
Pension end of year
Accounts and Audit arrangements
VAT return
The Internal Auditor will be spending the day with the Clerk on 15th May.

21st May – the Clerk will be trained by a representative of RBS software on setting up
and getting the best out of the new financial software package that is on order.
The use of direct debit for regular payments and BACS has been considered, as presently
the Clerk is limited as to which companies can be used for purchasing goods and services
and are prepared to invoice the Council.
Although cheque payments are the preferred method of payment for local Councils, the
internal auditor is satisfied that direct debit / internet banking could be used for a Council
similar in activity to Riccall, with a robust checking system in place. The Parish Council
will potentially benefit financially by using these systems with discounts to payment
methods.
It was agreed that where changes with direct debits, BACS and internet banking can be
made, they should be in order to save on costs and administration and in recognition of
the increasing income and expenditure that the Council now deals with.
The Clerk will arrange an appointment with Yorkshire Bank to discuss it further. Cllr
Keen will hopefully accompany the Clerk as a cheque signatory on the account.
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Planning

8a) Selby DC has granted planning permission for the following applications:
None received
8b) The following planning applications will be considered:
Application for the construction and use of a garage / store at Hendersons of Selby Ltd,
Riccall Airfield, Market Weighton Rd.
The Council had no objections
Application for consent to carry out works including crown reduction, reduction of trunk
height, rebalancing and removal of branches to 6 no trees and fell 1 no. Cypress
Leylandii within group A2 of TPO 5/1980at 1 Beckwith Gardens, Riccall.
The Council had no objections
8c) Other planning matters
The Clerk reported that SDC has now accepted the additional drawings and plans in
support of the application for the siting of a container on the Jubilee Sportsfield. The
application is on-going.
Cllr Somers-Joce reported back from the open day at Birchwood, where it is proposed
that light sports aircraft for disabled people will be built and a small number of residential
units created using existing buildings. It was noted that the application falls on the
boundary of the Parish Councils area but Cllrs had been invited to view the proposals for

residential units. It was agreed that a letter of support could be sent to Selby DC with
regard to the proposal.
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Reports and Consultation

Cllr Keen and the Clerk reported back from the volunteer ‘thank you’ evening held on
17th April, the event was very well supported and enjoyed by the volunteers. A feedback
session with Riccall Snow Patrol had preceded it. Thanks were given to Cllr Rookes, who
had provided some wine for the event.
The Clerk and Cllr Adamson reported back from the most recent community library
meeting, which was very positive. Opening hours are to be extended following more
volunteers joining the group and a small outreach library will be taking place during the
Thursday morning coffee mornings that are held at the Methodist Chapel. The trolley has
now arrived and is being used to accommodate donated books. The new opening hours
are being advertised locally and the Clerk will issue a Press Release about the increased
hours.
Cllrs Dawson and Keen reported back from the CEF Board meeting. It is proposed that
the funding structure will change, awarding a limited amount of large projects larger
grants in order to make a bigger difference. A decision will be taken by the main board at
the next meeting. A CEF planned event for June is now cancelled due to lack of interest.
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Recreational / H&S update

Cllr Adamson gave an update on health and safety checks completed on Riccall Park play
equipment for March.
The Clerk reported that an order has been made to replace the worn sportswall net.
The latest Play Area inspection report highlighted several minor maintenance issues and
Gavin Wright will carry out some of the work including sanding the picnic tables and retreating them.
The Ariel slide will have one of the wooden bark support sections replaced and the basket
swing requires some taping for frayed edges on the rope.
The skate ramp sign needs replacing and the Clerk will ask a sign company to quote.
NYCC have been notified of the broken ‘public footpath’ sign.
The Clerk has received a quote for the collection and installation of the goal posts which
have been provided by Roger White, and will seek a further quote. Cllrs and the Clerk
will make a site visit to decide the location of the goal, once we are ready to install.
The Clerk reported on the Big Lottery application for the ‘Riccall Community
Participation Project.’ The Clerk has been working on this with Sarah from SK8 Safe in
an attempt to fund some youth and family activities for Riccall over the coming year.
It was agreed that the application should go ahead. The Clerk will keep members up to
date on progress.
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Street lighting

The Clerk had circulated a detailed email prior to the meeting, firstly to the Admin
Committee and then to all Council members, offering two options for financially
managing a programme of replacement for 56 streetlights over the next two years.
Option 1 involved a combination of reserves and budgeted income over the two year
period, replacing 30 columns within this financial year and 26 within the next. If
exercising this option, reserves would drop to low levels during this period.
Option 2 involved replacing all 56 columns immediately using a combination of some
reserves, some budgeted income and a loan from the Public Works Loan Board for the
remainder of the necessary expenditure.
The Clerk and Finance Officer made a recommendation to Council that it chose option 2,
as the loan would be safe and could be paid back over the coming 5 years at an
exceptionally low rate of interest. This option also allowed all columns to be replaced
immediately and protected reserves at an operational level appropriate to a Local Council
of this size and within the Council’s own agreed levels of reserves. Advice had been
taken from the Ken Stephenson (Yorkshire Internal Audit), Internal Auditor for Riccall
Parish Council who had agreed with the Clerk’s recommendation and did not want to see
the reserves drop to levels that were not financially secure.
Cllr Duggan proposed that the Council adopted Option 2.
This was seconded by Cllr Adamson
5
6

for
against

The proposal failed
Cllr Dawson proposed that the Council adopted Option 1.
This was seconded by Cllr Sharp
6 for
5 against
Option 1 will be implemented
The decision taken was against the financial advice of both the Council’s Finance
Officer and the Internal Auditor.
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Jubilee Sportsfield

An email from Riccall Lands Charity had been circulated regarding the border hedge of
the Jubilee Sportsfield. Each member had been circulated a copy of the lease agreement
for this piece of land.
It was noted that a meeting to review the agreement each July had not taken place in July
2012 between the Land Charities and RPC. Cllrs Wilkinson, Rookes and Duggan
volunteered to attend a meeting this July with the Clerk and representatives of Riccall
Lands Charity. The Clerk will set this up.
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Dog Fouling

The Clerk reported back on possible solutions to the dog fouling issues, following
discussions with Selby DC Community Warden, Keith Armstrong.
It was agreed that Selby DC should provide the stencil and spray paint for a trial of
footpath spraying and two Cllrs volunteered to assist with this.
A feature will be placed in the Beacon and posters will be placed around the village and it
is hoped that the extra awareness will encourage dog owners to clean up after their dogs.
The Clerk reported that a resident has volunteered to write a related feature for the
Beacon, highlighting a parent’s point of view on dog fouling.
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Minor items and items for the next agenda

None
9.40pm It was resolved that Council should go into private session for item 15.
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Staff matters

The Chairman thanked all of those present and closed the meeting at 9.50pm

