Minutes of the meeting of Riccall Parish Council
held on 9th December 2013
from 7.30 p.m.
at the Regen Centre
Attending: Cllr Keen (Chairman) Cllrs Adamson, Duggan, Dawson, Kilmartin, Nuttall,
Owen, Rookes, Somers-Joce and Wilkinson.
District Cllr Reynolds.
Youth advisors Callum Finn and Finn Northrop
Mrs Lindsey Ryan- Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer
Mrs Sandra Botham – Administrative Assistant
1 member of the public
Public Participation commenced at 7.15pm, when a member of the public raised two
issues:
Firstly, he noted an item discussed at the November PC meeting relating to the Regen
Centre and requesting support funding from the Parish Council. He wanted to note that he
disagrees with any Parish Council funding being given to support the running of the
Regen Centre and thinks that they should be able to make efficiencies within the running
of the centre.
His second issue concerns signage for the Hawthorns estate and his recent meeting at the
Riccall PC Public Surgery to discuss the response from Selby DC to his request for
corrections to the signs. The response stated that although Selby DC agree that the
signage could have been clearer, any changes did not justify the cost of further new signs.
This will be discussed during item 8.
1

Apologies and declarations of interest

Apologies from Cllr Sharp (on holiday) were received and accepted.
Apologies from County Cllr Casling were sent via Cllr Reynolds as she is attending
another meeting.
There were no declarations of interest.
2

Minutes of the Riccall Parish Council meeting held on 18th November 2013
(circulated)
Minutes of the RPC Budget meeting held on 25th November 2013 (circulated)
Minutes of the RPC Administration & Finance Committee meeting held on
2nd December 2013 (tabled)

Minutes of all three meetings were accepted as a true record and adopted.

3

Report on progress and updates since the last meeting

District Cllr Reynolds gave an update on the provision of a footpath near to the York
Road bus stop, noting that it should be completed before the end of March 2014. The
Station Road resurfacing is dependent upon weather conditions.
He also noted that Sam Smiths Brewery have made a formal challenge against the Selby
DC Core Strategy.
The Clerk gave an update on behalf of North Yorkshire Police, reporting that Operation
Hawk (anti-poaching campaign) is in progress and the public are being asked to be
vigilant and report any suspicious vehicles via the 101 service. Reports of anti-social
behaviour had also been reported in the local area.
The Clerk gave an update on action taken and developments since the last meeting:













2014 meeting dates have been circulated
The Vehicle Activated Sign is back in place until mid –January
The purchase of the cricket wicket is on hold until Selby DC confirm that Section
106 money will fund it
Any faulty streetlights should be reported to the Clerk
It was reported that gutters on Selby Road had not been cleared- this has been
followed up with SDC and is resolved
A parent in Coppergate has reported verbal abuse and the PCSO has been asked to
offer advice
Peter White is to carry out a study of the flora and fauna in grass verges around
the village and will report his findings
A resident has raised concerns relating to implications of the sign at the Dunelm
Farm site stating ‘Private Road’. Sharon Fox of NYCC has confirmed that anyone
else using the road other than its residents will in effect be trespassing.
The Chairman requested that Cllr Reynolds confirm the situation. He noted that it
is a private road and will not be adopted, the residents are contracted to pay an
annual charge which will build up for future maintenance and repairs. Cllrs
queried whether the streetlights are metered separately and the Clerk noted that
this was an NYCC issue.
It was noted that the new streetlight next to the Pinfold is not working and needs
excavation work
Sandra Botham was thanked for decorating the Christmas Tree for the Dickensian
Fair
It was noted that the new outdoor gym equipment has been added to the RPC
insurance policy

4

Matters from Public Participation

Of the matters raised during Public Participation, the Regen Centre funding will be an
agenda item at a future meeting with the street signage is to be discussed as item 8 of this
agenda.
It had been noted at the October meeting that an issue was raised by a resident regarding
a tree leaning into a garden on Elms Close from a property on Coppergate. Selby DC had
been contacted and had assessed the tree as being safe but had not assessed it from the
garden of Elms Close. The resident has requested a further visit from the SDC community
officer. The Clerk will speak to SDC.
Concern has been raised about the number of cars parking on footpaths causing particular
problems for residents using mobility scooters and pushchairs and also people with
limited vision. Cllrs Keen and Rookes are to go out and look at potential problems.
The Clerk will seek advice about the interpretation of the law relating to this and the
issue of parking on junctions and it will be discussed as an agenda item at a future
meeting.
5

Correspondence

5a) General correspondence - requiring decisions:
YLCA has requested suggestions of what type of training do Councillors need, before
reviewing their training programme for 2014. Members should contact the Clerk with
ideas before 31st December 2013.
5b) General correspondence - for information:
YLCA are lobbying District Councils to pass on the Council Tax benefit support grant to
Local Councils.
A resident emailed regarding a pothole on the footpath on Main Street, following a fall.
The Clerk contacted NYCC who have now inspected the path and although the
depression fell within their tolerance level, it has been repaired.
St Mary’s Church sent a letter of thanks for grounds maintenance funding noting that
they had received many positive comments for the well maintained church yard.
YLCA have sent an update on an order to legitimise electronic payments for Parish
Councils, which should be going through next year.

5c) Late correspondence –
An increase in room hire rates for the Regen Centre from 1st January 2014 was noted- this
has been accounted for in the budget.
6

Accounts

A total expenditure of £37,150.61 was agreed
It was noted that the Administration and Finance meeting had agreed that a brief meeting
break should happen, following the presentation of the accounts by the Clerk. This will
allow time for the cheques to be signed once they have been agreed and members can
concentrate on the information without distraction.
The Clerk gave an update on the budget position and bank reconciliation and this was
noted by members.
A short break followed and all of the cheques were signed.
7

Planning

7a) Selby DC has granted planning permission for the following applications:
None received
7b) The following planning applications will be considered:
The following application was considered under delegated authority:
Outline permission with some reserved matters to include access, layout and scale for the
development of 5 no detached houses at 12 and 14 Main Street, Riccall.
(SIEA/2013/1002/OUT)
The Clerk had asked the PO for clarification of the amendments which were the height of
the dwellings, impact on adjacent dwellings and issues relating to vehicle turning within
the site.
Our previous objections remain the same.
7c) Other planning matters
None
8

Reports and Consultation

Cllr Adamson reported back from the Cllr surgery. A copy letter about street signage in
The Hawthorns has been circulated to all members and Cllr Adamson has been out to
view the sign again on-site. He clarified that there were three points to address.
Firstly that Selby DC is responsible for naming streets and that the official name as
submitted to the gazetteer is ‘Hawthorns’.
Secondly, the Parish Council requested new signs and accepts that the name ‘Hawthorns’
will remain but has not been asked about or commented upon the other street names.
Thirdly the aesthetic standard of the installation work appears poor with white cement
being used to install the sign on top of black tarmac.
It was agreed that the Clerk should contact Selby DC to ask whether the workmanship on
the installation could be assessed and whether the layout of the other street-names on the
signs could be improved.
The Clerk reported back from a meeting with Peter Huxford about the York Selby
Greenway Festival and Cllrs agreed to invite Mr Huxford to the January Parish Council
meeting, so that he can give more information. All members were given a leaflet with the
outlined ideas.
Cllr Keen reported that the Dickensian Fair was a success with a good attendance and
favourable weather.
The Clerk reported back from the Community Library ‘meet and greet’ session, which
resulted in some new members joining the library.
Cllrs Dawson reported back from the CEF meeting which he noted was poorly attended
by the public. The focus was on Supporting the Elderly and Vulnerable with Cllr Dawson
being impressed with the current volunteer numbers and schemes at Sherburn in Elmet.
He noted a reported general reduction in crime in the Eastern CEF area and a campaign to
‘Light Up and Lock Up’. A Funding Fair meeting will be held on 12th March 2014, at
which schemes will be put to the public vote with £20,000 – £30,000 funding available.
Cllr Wilkinson reported back from Neighbourhood Watch meeting and noted another coordinator has resigned. It was noted that during the installation of the new lampposts
some of the NW notices have not been replaced.
Cllr Duggan reported that the YLCA training course that he had recently attended was
beneficial and encouraged other Cllrs to attend.

9

Recreational / H&S update

Cllr Nuttall gave an update on health and safety checks completed on Riccall Park play
equipment in November. He reported general wear and tear but noted the goal posts be
checked regularly as they may need firming in further.

Cllr Dawson suggested that H & S checks during the winter be reduced to one per month
as Steve Golton is H & S trained and regularly walks the park as part of his litter picking
route. Cllr Dawson will produce a schedule for circulation.
The Clerk reported that the Kompan safety surface will be repaired with silicone and
overgrowth round the Jubilee sports field fence has been trimmed, the field fertilised and
the path treated for moss.
Requests have been received via Facebook for nets on the goal posts at Riccall Park. Cllr
Rookes is to look into alternative options to nets as permanent nets would be vulnerable
to damage.
The Clerk reported that the new Outdoor Gym is complete apart from the signage which
is due next week. The launch will take place in spring and include a personal trainer to
train residents. The Clerk will investigate the possibly of offering classes and mobility
sessions on-site.
The Clerk gave some provisional ideas about costs for a car park at Riccall Park. It was
agreed that a crush and run type surface may well suffice and quotes will be gathered to
do this.
10

Household Waste Recycling Centres

Cllrs were in favour of formulating a response to the current consultation stating concern
regarding reducing the number of sites, reducing the number of days opening and the
proposal to limit the types of waste accepted. It is likely that proposed changes would
result in fly-tipping and the clearing up costs would then impact on Selby DC. It was also
suggested that opening times in winter could be reduced to daylight hours which would
make a saving in running costs and that recycling should be looked into as an avenue for
income.
11

Traffic management

Cllr Dawson reported on resident’s complaints about speeding along Kelfield Road
particularly between the hours of 7am and 9am, when traffic diverts from the busy A19.
He has encouraged residents to use the‘95 Alive’ on-line reporting form. Cllrs agreed to
request a mobile VAS if one is available and to ask to be included in the police speed
check programme and about possible speed camera signs.
12

Riccall Round Walk

The Clerk explained the website work that is being done to promote the walk and noted
that further funding may be required in the budget, alongside funding allocated by
Heritage Lottery. A separate site is being set up with links from the Parish Council
website, sharing links with Google map and offering a PDF download of the walks. A
separate Facebook page will allow people to comment. Cllrs agreed that the work should
go ahead.

It was noted that an article about the walk has appeared in the Selby Times although the
Clerk confirmed a press release has not been sent. The Clerk noted that leaflets placed in
the village shops and pubs have been going quickly.
13

Administration & Finance Committee

Recommendations of the committee had been circulated and were agreed as per the
minutes.
Cllrs voted in favour of accepting the recommendations with:
14

9 in favour & 1 against

Minor items and items for the next agenda

Items for the next agenda:
Traffic management - speeding
The Youth Advisors will report to the Clerk on ideas about having a link to the website,
which can focus entirely on youth related issues.
15

Staff matters

There were no staff matters.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.17 p.m. thanking those present and wishing
them a good Christmas.

