Minutes of the Riccall Parish Council meeting
held on 28th April 2014
from 7.30 p.m. at the Regen Centre
Attending: Cllr Keen (Chairman), Cllrs Adamson, Dawson, Kilmartin, Nuttall, Rookes, Sharp,
Somers-Joce and Wilkinson.
Youth Advisors– Calum Finn and Finn Northrop
County & District Councillor Liz Casling and District Councillor Ian Reynolds
Mrs Lindsey Ryan- Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer
Mrs Sandra Botham- Administrative Assistant

1

Apologies and declarations of interest

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Owens and Duggan.
Minutes of the Riccall Parish Council meeting held on 17th March 2014
(circulated)

2

The minutes were accepted as a true record and adopted.
3

Report on progress and updates since the last meeting

District Cllr Reynolds reported that the wind turbine application, although refused will be
confirmed as refused within the coming week, due to clarification of terminology.
He noted that SDC had not yet clarified the planning status on a possible planning
enforcement issue on Main St.
He advised that Cllr Casling should be able to report about the surfacing of a new footpath at
the bus stop on York Road.
The Clerk reported on behalf of the North Yorkshire Police, noting that further complaints
have been received from residents about vehicles parking at the junction of Station Road and
King Rudding Lane and guidance is being sought from traffic officers.
Inspector Taylor correspondence –see item 5b.
It was also noted that a radiator has been taken from a resident’s garden however it is unclear
whether it was taken in error and mistaken for scrap metal or stolen.
The Clerk gave an update from on action taken and developments since the last meeting:


The second phase of the streetlight replacement scheme which was due to start this
week is on hold for a couple of weeks until the street work licenses have been issued.



Interest has been shown in the Youth Advisors scheme, following an article in the
White Rose Update magazine with several Parish Councils making enquiries about
sharing our experiences.

(CC Liz Casling entered the meeting at 7.35p.m.)


Re-surfacing work at the junction of Back Lane and Main Street has been carried out
following complaints.



Item 15 will be deferred as the Clerk does not yet have all of the information needed.

Sandra Botham gave a brief report on Energy Co-ops, noting that the ones she had researched
were run by either County or City Councils with PCs being involved through them. She has
contacted a PC which has taken part and requested they share their experience but has had no
response so far.
4 Matters from Public Participation
Cllr Keen intends to raise the issue of finding a solution to dog fouling incidents at the next
CEF meeting.
Cllr Casling commented that Cllr Duggan had spoken well at the recent planning committee
meeting regarding the wind turbine application.
She noted that there is an issue regarding the provision of a footpath for the York Road bus
stop using Section 106 funding. Cllr Reynolds offered to follow this up and report back at the
next meeting.
Cllr Casling reported that the Regen Centre has been awarded some funding through the
recent CEF funding event.
5 Correspondence
5a)

General correspondence-requiring decisions

The SDC Community Governance Review had been circulated. Cllrs noted that they would
like clarification on how Riccall is likely to be affected.
Rural Services Network sounding Board – anyone interested can contact the Clerk.
5b)

General correspondence- for information

Inspector Taylor is unable to accept an invitation to a Parish Council meeting due to
commitments but will be available at future CEF meetings.
A resident had contacted the Clerk regarding the increase in the Council Tax precept. The
Clerk had responded and the resident was satisfied with the explanation.
A resident had emailed about the frequent power cuts – issue to be discussed during item 14.
5c)

Late correspondence

None received.

6

Accounts

A total expenditure of £4,401.34 was approved for April 2014.
The Clerk gave an update on the budget position and bank reconciliation. These were both
noted by members.
Cllr Dawson thanked the Clerk for providing accounts details via email prior to the meetings,
allowing Cllrs extra time to digest the information.
At 7.55pm a short break was taken for the signing of the cheques.
Sally Rawlings, Housing Development Manager of Selby DC arrived and Cllrs agreed that
item 10 be brought forward.
Sally Rawlings – Selby DC

10

Sally explained that Selby DC had identified the Council owned land, currently siting garages
(partially tenanted) and in a state of poor repair, as suitable for affordable housing and that
she is looking into the feasibility and suitability of the site. She noted the high number of
people on waiting lists for properties in Riccall and the very low turnover rate, resulting in a
social housing shortage. Cllrs were asked for their thoughts:
Peter Williamson entered the meeting at 8.15p.m.






Concern was raised about parking, as many of the garages are tenanted and the loss of
this facility would cause parking issues elsewhere, in areas that are already at
capacity. Five dwellings were considered too many for the site.
Any redevelopment would need to include vehicular access for the residents of
Chestnut Terrace and parking for Viking Drive/Landing Lane residents as well as
additional parking for new properties.
It was noted that existing bungalows would suffer from being overlooked if two
storey properties are built and that a lower density in keeping with the area would be
preferable, as would elderly tenants, also in keeping with the existing area.
Cllrs noted there is often a high turnover in social housing and it was stressed that we
currently have a reasonably settled community.
It was requested that residents living locally to the proposed development should be
consulted, prior to any redevelopment of the area.

Sally said she had noted the issues and concerns in particular keeping any development lower
density and in keeping with the area and taking concerns regarding parking into
consideration.
The Chairman thanked Sally for her presentation and she left the meeting at 8.25p.m.
7

Planning

7a)

Selby DC has granted planning permission for the following application:

Change of use of 14a and 14b from commercial to private at Dairyman’s Cottage, 14 Kelfield
Road, Riccall.
Proposed front and side extension to create 1No bedroom and en-suite and first floor en-suite
area at 44 The Meadows, Riccall
Selby DC has refused planning permission for:
Proposed erection of 3 new dwellings and conversion of barn and outbuildings at York End,
15 York Road, Riccall.
7b)

The following planning applications were considered:

2014/0250/HPA Rear two storey extension to Millfield House, 27 Selby Road, Riccall
(Lead Cllr- Cllr Wilkinson)
No objections
The following application was considered under delegated authority
2014/0340/HPA Retrospective application for the erection of a timber clad side extension at
23 Kelfield Road, Riccall, York.
RPC did not object to the extension in principle but would have requested that the materials
used were in keeping with the building.
7c)

Other planning matters

Cllr Reynolds confirmed that Selby DC are refusing permission for the application for a
Wind Turbine at Selby Road and are currently working on specific wording for the refusal.
Cllr Duggan had attended the Planning Committee meeting on behalf of the Parish Council.
SDC Planning Enforcement team are working to establish the boundary/hedging ownership
of a site being developed in Riccall and will report back.
8

Reports and Consultation

Peter Williamson attended the meeting briefly to give an update on the completed
photography project.
Peter had completed his project ‘A Year in the Life of Riccall’ and presented a book of the
photographs to the Parish Council, noting that he would like the Archive Group to be
custodians of the book eventually and for it to be used by the community.
Peter was thanked for his gift and Cllrs agreed to circulate the book, leave it in the Parish
Council office for a while so that it was accessible to all and then at Peter’s request donate it
to the Riccall Archive Group for safekeeping in the future.
Cllr Dawson reported back from the CEF Board meeting noting that one of the speakers had
information relating to Broadband. Funding criteria is to be discussed at the next meeting and
he noted that funding has been given to the Regen Centre. The format of the meeting was

now more informal without the same structure as previously, which he believed was more
difficult for some of the attendees.
The Clerk reported back from a meeting with Aimi Brookes of SDC and Justine Hodgson of
the Regen Centre, regarding the community recycling area. They agreed that SDC would
provide some new signage, discouraging fly-tipping, which has become a problem recently
and that they would spend more time keeping it clear. Two old bins have been removed and
use of the site will be monitored.
Cllr Keen reported back from a site visit to Condor Projects Ltd, noting that a recent article in
the local newspaper had subsequently caused the proprietor a good deal of problems with
neighbours and he was wanting to restore local confidence in the project. Any Cllrs wishing
to visit the site please contact the Clerk.
The Clerk reported that accreditation as a Quality Council runs out shortly but the scheme is
being re-assessed and therefore delayed at the present time, so our accreditation stands until
new guidelines are issued.
9

Recreational/ H & S Update

The Clerk reported on behalf of Steve Golton for April and Cllr Dawson for the 2nd check:
 the graffiti has been dealt with
 SDC has now emptied the bins
 Gavin is going to deal with the bark and boards at the Aerial Slide
 a broken gate spring will be replaced by Park Lane on their next visit
 Holes have been made in the surface under the Kompan roundabout - Streetscape has
offered to repair 1ms which Cllr agreed to accept.
The Clerk reported back from the open afternoon for the Outdoor Gym, which was also
attended by a personal trainer. The weather was poor and unfortunately only a few residents
attended so a summer date may be re-arranged. The Clerk thanked those Cllrs and the Youth
Advisors who did attend.
It was noted that during the school Easter holidays, parking outside Riccall Park was heavy
and it was decided that the Traffic Working Group will look at solutions.
The Clerk reported that the surface of the newly installed cricket wicket has some issues and
Streetscape are aware of this and intend to get the contractor out to re-dress the surface.
The surface of the skate park ramps have become slippery due to thick layers of paint that
have accumulated over the years. The Clerk has been working with Sk8 Safe to find a
solution and they suggested various paints, as used on some ramps in Scotland. The contracts
manager at Tru-Green has looked at three options.
Cllrs were in favour of Option 1 to sand, key and apply two coats of a textured paint
(SafeKote) at a cost of £1,345.00 plus VAT. Any re-paints will be made using the same paint
if it’s successful. The Clerk will organise the sand and re-paint.
Cllr Keen noted that funds within the general maintenance budget could be used.
New signage for the skate park to discourage incorrect use has been made and approved by
the Admin Committee. This will be installed within the next fortnight.

A quote for tarmacking around the skate area using Section 106 funding has been received.
Cllrs agreed for the work to go ahead but asked the Clerk to seek a further two quotes and
confirm the specification suited the use. The Lands Charities will also be consulted and
insurance will be checked and insurers notified. Cllr Dawson noted that tarmac has a life
expectancy and therefore should be included in the asset maintenance budget for the future.
11

Standing Orders

New wording had been circulated prior to the meeting.
Cllrs were all in favour of adopting the changes.
12

Insurance

Cllr Somers-Joce reported back from a meeting with Came & Company attended by himself
and the Clerk and a further meeting including Cllr Wilkinson. He reported that the policy
offered bespoke insurance with a wider cover including up to £40,000 asset cover.
The group had assessed assets most at risk and agreed that it would be cost effective to insure
only the most vulnerable assets within the inclusive £40,000 worth of cover. Other assets
would be self-insured with savings on insurance building up in an asset replacement fund.
It was agreed that the Clerk will check a breakdown of the premium with Zurich and get
further quotes from Came & Company and then a decision can be made at the next meeting,
in preparation for renewal in June.
13

Riccall Round Walk

Copies of the final Information Board sheets were on show and Cllrs agreed to have them
laminated and available for display at events and carnivals etc.
The Clerk reported that the lecterns are now ready for siting and Cllrs Keen, Adamson and
Sharp will assess the sites with the Clerk and agree positions.
A launch of the walks will be planned for end of May/early June to include some local
walking groups, if possible.
14

Interruptions to the Electrical supply in Riccall

The letter had been circulated prior to the meeting and the contents were noted. Northern
Powergrid has introduced ‘auto-reclosure’ causing short interruptions to power when
something strikes the overhead network. Historically this scenario would have involved an
engineer visiting the site and a longer power cut.
15

Trust documents

Item deferred.
16

Youth Advisors

Finn and Calum are keen to use Twitter to promote events and include younger residents and
they also suggested a Twitter link to the Beacon.
They suggested compiling a directory of local people who can offer Duke of Edinburgh
volunteers places.
It was agreed that the meeting should continue past 10pm, in order to complete business on
the agenda.
The Clerk suggested Callum and Finn write a feature in the forthcoming edition of the
Beacon.
17

Minor items and items for the next agenda.

None
18

Staff matters

None
The Chairman closed the meeting at 10.05p.m. and thanked those present.

