Minutes of the meeting of Riccall Parish Council
held on 17th November 2014 from 7.30 p.m.
at the Regen Centre
Attending: Cllr Keen (Chairman), Cllrs Adamson, Dawson, Duggan, Kilmartin, Nuttall,
Owens, Rookes, Sharp and Wilkinson.
District Councillor - Ian Reynolds
Tom Davies - Youth Advisor
Mrs Lindsey Ryan - Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer
Mrs Sandra Botham - Administrative Assistant
Two members of the public
Public Participation commenced at 7.15pm.
The residents present wanted to raise two issues.
The first related to parking on Elms Close in an area which is intended for vehicles
turning at the end of the cul-de-sac. Some residents and their visitors are parking there for
long periods of time (up to 5 days) which then obstructs the area for other residents and
delivery vehicles wishing to turn around and has resulted in them using resident’s drives
to turn. The residents have suggested a sign confirming the area as ‘a turning point only.’
Councillors sympathised with the parking issues which are part of the bigger issue within
the whole community. Talks with the Police have taken place in an effort to try and
improve the situation. A further article will be placed in the Beacon and residents were
advised to make individual complaints to the police in writing/email.
The residents were made aware that representatives from the Police attend the CEF
meetings, which residents can also attend to bring up their issues.
The second point was regarding a tree which overhangs from a property on Coppergate
into a garden on Elms Close. The tree has a Preservation Order on it and large branches
overhang into the neighbouring garden, causing concern as the residents feel that the tree
is dangerous.
Councillors have previously raised this issue with Selby DC but have since had no
contact- the Clerk will contact the Community Officer on behalf of the residents.
The residents left the meeting at 7.25p.m.
1

Apologies and declarations of interest

Apologies for absence received from Cllr Somers-Joce were accepted.
There were no declarations of interest in items on the agenda

Minutes of the meeting of Riccall Parish Council held on 20th October 2014
(circulated)

2

The minutes were accepted as a true record and adopted.
3

Report on progress and updates since the last meeting

District Cllr Reynolds noted that he had spoken to the resident raising concerns at the
October meeting and has reported the relevant pot holes to NYCC Highways. He has also
analysed the VAS data provided by the Clerk, which proves that there is a speeding issue
in Riccall. Subsequently he has spoken to Mike Jordan regarding the possible purchase of
a Vehicle Activated Sign for Riccall (funded by Riccall Parish Council) - certain criteria
do need to be met and the Police will keep a check on speeding.
There is no further information about the work on the York Rd bus stop footpath. The last
update was for work to commence Dec/Jan.
An email update from North Yorkshire Police had been circulated.
The Clerk gave an update:











Further complaints have been received concerning the hedge being overgrown
and blocking the footpath at a property on Main Street and a pedestrian was
almost hit by a passing vehicle’s wing mirror as she had been forced to walk past
the hedge near to the road. Both the Parish Council and Area 7 Highways have
previously contacted the resident, who did cut back the hedge but not enough to
fully utilise the pavement. The Clerk will contact Highways to see if they can
resolve the issue. It was noted that the hedge at another property on the opposite
side of the road also causes the same problem.
The inscription on the war memorial was completed in time for the Remembrance
Service and several residents have sent in their thanks.
Rural Housing Enabler, Lisa Otter will attend the January meeting to speak about
a housing needs survey for Riccall.
The Clerk has completed and submitted this year’s Rough Sleeper Guide to Selby
DC.
Graffiti on the play equipment and some signs has been removed by the Council
Lengthsman.
Posters are to be displayed for the CEF meeting on 10th December at the Regen
Centre – the Yorkshire Energy Dr is presenting to the public.
The Highways team have assessed the footpath outside Chestnut Terrace and will
plan some work to improve it.
It has been reported to Highways that an ambulance attending on Coppergate
recently was unable to turn due to parked vehicles and had to reverse back up the
length of the street.
Drainage works are to take place 24, 25 & 26 Nov on the A19 near the northern
access to Riccall.









4

Traffic parking monitoring in Riccall is on hold as the regular PC is off; leaving
just two PCSO’s to cover the area.
The Clerk has replied to Julia Mulligan’s email (circulated) and encouraged
councillors to make individual responses.
Steve Golton has been booked onto a ROSPA course to take place in March 2015.
The Clerk has written to Paul Rodwell to let him know he has been chosen as
Youth of the Year 2014. He has been invited to attend a brief presentation at the
December meeting.
A resident has offered a large Christmas tree for use of the Parish Council - the
Clerk is to thank the resident for the offer but decline.
Cllr Keen noted that signs had been placed for closure of Silver Street and
Kelfield Rd for works, however businesses had not been given notice and NYCC
were contacted. The correct consultation will now take place prior to closure.
The Clerk noted that the Village Green Christmas tree lights have been tested and
were having intermittent problems. Cllr Rookes will investigate.
Matters from Public Participation









Riccall PC will endeavour to help resolve the tree issue reported in public
participation.
Cllr Owens noted that he had responded to Julia Mulligan’s email regarding
traffic issues and that PCSO Adam Woods had since accompanied him on a walk
around the village to highlight issues, including parking at junctions and on bends,
the school bus drop off point and school crossing and the Post Office and opposite
Nisa. He was informed, as the Council was earlier in the year that officers based
at Harrogate BC are responsible for illegal parking issues, while PCSO’s deal
with vehicles that cause an obstruction. Cllr Owens suggested inviting a more
senior member from the police to a Council meeting.
Cllr Dawson had also replied to Julia Mulligan’s email on the same issue and
noted that residents should be encouraged to attend the CEF meetings to voice
their views and to add more pressure. It was agreed that another article in the
Beacon would encourage residents to complain directly to the police. He also
noted that Julia Mulligan is having a surgery on Radio York and encouraged
anyone to phone in and raise their issues.
Cllrs also suggested contacting Nigel Adams.
A resident had reported pot holes on York Road and a dip in the road close to the
bus stop, which is causing vibration to the house when the buses travel over it.
It is advised that the resident reports this to NYCC Highways and copies the Clerk
in.
Cllr Adamson noted that Nigel Adams holds surgeries and it may be an
opportunity for a small group to meet him and discuss traffic issues.
It was noted that someone is regularly leaving a cycle chained to the Village
Green notice board.

5

Correspondence

5a) General correspondence - requiring decisions:
None
5b) General correspondence - for information:
An email has been received from Riccall Pre-school, regarding the high number of rats
around the allotment area. This was passed to Riccall Lands Charity, who contacted their
pest control. The mild weather of last winter and this year has seen a general increase in
rat populations and the Lands Charity is to write to allotment holders, recommending
good housekeeping to discourage the situation as far as is possible.
5c) Late correspondence – to note only:
A letter of thanks has been received from St Mary’s PCC regarding grounds maintenance
work completed in the churchyard.
6

Accounts for November 2014

A total expenditure of £18,302.77 was agreed
The Clerk gave an update on the budget position and bank reconciliation. These were
noted.
8.10pm a short break was taken for signing the cheques
7

Planning

7a) Selby DC has made planning decisions on the following applications:
Permission has been granted for the erection of a ground mounted Photo Voltaic array
along the field boundary on land to the east of the caravan at Dunelm Farm, King
Rudding Lane, Riccall- 2014/0740/FUL
Permission has been granted to remove 1no Cherry tree in a conservation area – 7
Dunelm Farm Close, Riccall- 2014/0974/TCO
Planning permission has been refused for the proposed directional free standing sign
mounted on 2 poles on east side of A19 – Street Record, Selby Rd, Riccall –
2014/0891/ADV
7b) The following planning applications will be considered:

Single storey extensions to front and rear of Magpie Cottage, 3 Stonegate, Main Street,
Riccall - 2014/1093/HPA (Cllr Dawson)
No objections.
Proposed pruning of T1 Pear covered by TPO 21/1989 22 Hall Farm Close, Riccall2014/1099/TPO
(Cllr Wilkinson)
No objections.
NYCC have provided the Council with a map showing reductions in the highway grass
cutting service (Cllr Sharp)
Councillors considered the areas shown and it was decided that the Clerk and Cllr Keen
will assess this further as other areas may be more beneficial.
At 8.25p.m. Sally Rawlings entered the meeting.
7c) Other planning matters
The Clerk noted that Selby DC Planning Enforcement team are dealing with illegal
signage on the A19, which is why planning applications are currently being received.
It was noted that 15 York Rd is been advertised for sale with planning permission
granted, however Council have not yet received a Decision Notice confirming this. Cllr
Reynolds commented that Selby DC was minded to approve the permission; subject to
Section 106 agreements therefore it was not fully approved at last week’s planning
meeting. He also confirmed that Highways had no issues with the access - a point on
which the Parish Council had objected.
The Chairman suggested bringing item 10 forwards due to the arrival of Sally
Rawlings and Cllrs agreed.
10

Sally Rawlings

Sally Rawlings, Housing Development Manager at Selby DC gave an update on a
possible small affordable housing development for Riccall. She noted that comments
taken from a meeting with the Parish Council in March had been included in her report
and the outcome is that the preference for the site is for 5 dwellings to be built, three
being affordable dwellings and two being for sale via the Selby and District Housing
Trust. As there are few two bedroomed houses currently available in Riccall, it was
decided that these will be two bedroomed properties.
It is planned that detailed consultations will take place with neighbouring residents via
Sally and the Community Officer over the winter, taking comments to a meeting which

should happen around February. A design team and architects are to be appointed and
once the scheme passes through the planning system, funding will be applied for.
The impact on existing and additional parking will be considered and funding for that
will be evaluated separately and may be on a different timescale.
Comments/Questions were invited from Cllrs:







Alongside neighbour consultations, are there plans for a public consultation?
Yes- an afternoon/evening held at the Regen Centre is planned.
How many of the existing garages are occupied and will access to the back of
Chestnut Terrace be retained?
11 or 12 garages are in use and access will be retained to Chestnut Terrace.
Will the new properties be two-storey?
Yes.
Is the scheme fixed for 5 dwellings or could that increase?
A loan for just 5 dwellings is currently available.
Will the existing access through to the bungalows be retained?
Yes.
Two adjacent bungalows currently have garages behind them and will be
overlooked by two-storey dwellings.
This will be taken into account by the architect who will have to comply with
planning constraints.

Sally was thanked for her presentation and she left the meeting at 8.40pm
8

Reports and Consultation

Cllr Adamson suggested inviting Mary Weastall, who has a joint role of Chief Executive
of Selby DC and Assistant Chief Executive of NYCC to a Riccall PC meeting. Cllrs were
in favour and noted that she could also be invited to CEF meetings.
The Clerk reported back from a recent meeting at Barlby High School with the art teacher
to launch a competition to design a Council Crest. Any Councillor who would like to talk
to the pupils in an assembly early in 2015, please contact the Clerk.
Cllr Dawson reported that a recent CEF Funding Meeting had been productive.
Cllr Keen reported he had received thanks on behalf of the Parish Council from Ken
Tomlinson following the Remembrance Service, for the engraving of the war memorial
and for the funding of the seat.
9

Recreational / H&S update

The Clerk reported on matters that relate to play equipment or sports field maintenance
 Missing caps for gym equipment have now been fixed (spares are available in the
office)










A new sign for the sports wall has been ordered
The Park Lane inspection noted that the Aerial slide seat and cover needed
attention
Tru-Green will weed the bark chippings underneath the aerial slide as part of
regular maintenance.
The Council Lengthsman has sanded and stained the play house and removed
graffiti
Cllrs Dawson and Nuttall are to assess the surface underneath the mound slide
Tarmacking for extending the skate park area has been completed
Excess soil from the work is being shaped and used for ramps for BMX users
Cllrs Dawson and Nuttall are working through the Park Lane Inspection reports- it
reported that the bark under the Kompan is not deep enough and this may involve
looking at other safety surfacing. Cllr Nuttall noted that he had inspected this and
felt it to be a low risk– the Clerk will check the depth required in the report.
The condition of the timber uprights was reported and will be monitored
The Basket Swing was unrepairable following vandalism and has been removed.
It is now with Park Lane who will try and salvage some of the components.

Councillors considered quotes for a replacement basket swing and voted in favour of the
more robust option.
It was also decided that the Admin & Finance Committee will reassess the insurance list
at the forthcoming meeting, possibly to include the basket swing and any other more
vulnerable equipment.
11

Fields in Trust

Councillors considered naming a memorial space in perpetuity, in honour of the memory
of the millions of people that lost their lives in WW1. It was suggested that a name
change be made to the Millennium Green but due to the funding used to create this area it
may not be possible, so the adjoining area was suggested. The Clerk will contact the
Riccall Land Charity so that this can be discussed.
12

Minor items and items for the next agenda

Cllr Dawson had been contacted by a resident regarding the Beech Tree Surgery Patient
Group and also the possibility that the practice is joining with other practices. The Clerk
will circulate the information and add to the next agenda.
Cllr Nuttall enquired if any feedback had been received from Riccall Institute since the
meeting, Cllr Duggan is to follow this up.
Items 13 and 14 were to be taken in private session, in the absence of the public.
It was agreed that the Council should go into private session.
Members of the public left the meeting at 9.10p.m.

13

Grounds Maintenance tenders

Tenders were considered for the Grounds Maintenance Contract for Riccall
It was agreed that the contract should be awarded to Tru-Green for the cutting seasons
of 2015, 2016 and 2017
14

Staff Matters

The Clerk reported on DBS checks that had been returned and were satisfactory.
It was agreed that the Council should come out of private session.
The Chairman thanked those present and closed the meeting at 9.20pm

