Minutes of the meeting of
Riccall Parish Council
held on 8th December 2014
from 7.30 p.m. at the Regen Centre
Attending: Cllr Keen (Chairman), Cllrs Adamson, Dawson, Duggan, Kilmartin, Nuttall,
Owens, Rookes, Somers-Joce and Wilkinson.
District Councillor - Ian Reynolds
Tom Davies - Youth Advisor
Mrs Lindsey Ryan - Clerk and Responsible Officer
Mrs Sandra Botham - Administrative Assistant
1

Apologies and declarations of interest

Apologies were received and accepted for Cllr Sharp, who is on holiday.
Cllr Wilkinson noted a declaration of interest (as a neighbour) in item 7b (the application
for Viking Drive) on the agenda.
2

Minutes of the meetings of Riccall Parish Council held on 17th November
2014 (circulated)
Budget meeting of Riccall Parish Council held on 24th November 2014
(circulated)
Administration and Finance Committee meeting held on 1st December 2014
(tabled)

The minutes of the above three meetings were accepted as a true record and adopted.
3

Report on progress and updates since the last meeting

The Clerk gave an update from North Yorkshire Police noting that PC Davies had been in
Riccall with three other officers on the day of the meeting, giving parking advice to
motorists. In addition, a new Special Constable to this area will be carrying out regular
checks at school times.
District Councillor Reynolds reported that he had no further information about the York
Road bus stop footpath and that he is trying to set up a meeting to discuss the possibility
of purchasing a Vehicle Activated Sign.
The Clerk gave an update:
 The police have reported that a plaque in the church yard has been defaced
 The salt bins have had the existing salt broken up and refilled in preparation for
use this winter
 The annual tree survey has been carried out with no major work necessary











The Christmas tree lights have been checked and 25 bulbs replaced
Bottles are being smashed regularly on the Village Green- Steve Golton has been
clearing this up
The two new goals are now in place on the Jubilee Sportsfield
Sandra Botham has now completed the Working with Your Council course – Cllrs
congratulated her
Residents concerned with noise from the A19 have researched environmental
surveys and wish to speak to Cllrs about solutions - it was suggested that they
attend the January or February meeting
Residential waste is being left daily in a public litter bin on the village green by a
motorist - the car registration number has been reported to Selby DC who will
deal with this
Mr & Mrs Rogers have been visited by Andy Rouse from Selby DC regarding the
tree overhanging their garden – the tree has been assessed as safe but it has been
agreed to have some of the branches causing concern removed. The residents are
satisfied with this outcome
The grounds maintenance contract has been resumed with Tru-Green

Cllr Duggan reported that he has contacted Mrs Beech of the Institute Committee and a
meeting is planned to take place in January.
4

Matters from Public Participation

A resident has noted that leaflets received today for ‘Plan Selby’ have a consultation
period of 24 November to 19 January which in effect means it is a relatively short period,
bearing in mind the fact that it’s come out late and includes Christmas. Cllr Reynolds
confirmed that the statutory period is 6 weeks and this has been extended by 2 weeks to
account for the festive season. The Clerk noted that notices are being displayed in the
notice boards and the CEF meeting on Wednesday included some information.
5

Correspondence

5a) General correspondence - requiring decisions:
None
5b) General correspondence - for information:
A resident of Saunters Way has complained about an incident where abuse was received
from a mum parking across their drive access when taking children to school. The Clerk
has emailed the resident with advice and the police are aware of the situation.
5c) Late correspondence – to note only.

6

Accounts for December 2014

A total expenditure of £7,903.15 was agreed.
Payments for December 2014 were approved and the Clerk gave an update on the budget
position and bank reconciliation.
7

Planning

7a) Selby DC has granted planning permission for the following applications:
Permission has been granted for the proposed pruning of T1 Pear covered by TPO
21/1989 at 22 Hall Farm Close, Riccall
7b) The following planning applications were considered:
Proposed installation of a single modular building (manufactured by Portakabin Ltd) and
link to the existing surgery to be used as a dispensary for patients at Beech Tree Surgery.
(Cllr Keen)
No objections
Loft conversion with rear dormer at 21 Viking Drive, Riccall – (Cllr Adamson)
Cllrs objected to the application as it is against the principles of the Riccall Village
Design Statement and the materials are not in keeping with surrounding properties.
7c) Other planning matters
An appeal has been lodged with the Secretary of State by Energy Prospects Co-Operative
Ltd in respect of the following planning application, following the refusal of permission:
Installation of one mid-scale wind turbine of maximum height to tip of 77m and including
upgraded and new access track, a hard-standing area, a small substation enclosure,
temporary guyed meteorological mast and associated infrastructure on land to the south
of Riccall Business Park, Selby Rd, Riccall 2013/0610/FUL 8/15/160M/PA
Cllrs agreed to write and confirm the previous objections to the application.
It was also noted that there is a current planning application for an additional holiday
chalet at an adjacent site. This is yet to be considered.
Selby DC – correspondence on ‘Plan Selby’ (the Sites and Policies Local Plan). Selby
DC is offering workshops for Parish Councillors- dates to be confirmed. It was noted that
there will be a presentation at the CEF meeting at the Regen Centre on 10th December.

8

Reports and Consultation

Cllr Dawson reported from the recent CEF meeting, which he and Cllr Keen had attended
noting it was a poor turnout despite a supper being provided but a useful meeting and
noted that the Big Chat had received more surveys from Riccall residents than any other
local community.
Cllr Adamson reported back from a meeting which he had attended (not representing the
PC) at which libraries, youth and elderly services and public transport were to be part of a
cost cutting exercise, replacing staff with volunteers.
Cllr Keen reported that the recent Dickensian Fayre had been very well attended and
thanked those who had taken part.
At 8.20p.m. the Rodwell family arrived.
The Chairman proposed bringing agenda item 10 forward and Cllrs agreed.
10

Riccall Youth of the Year

Cllr Keen welcomed the Rodwell family to the meeting and presented the Youth of the
Year award for 2014 to 14 year old Paul Rodwell for his achievement in completing a
cycle ride from Land’s End to John O’Groats for charity. The ride took 12 days to cover
1,000 miles and has raised around £1,700 for the Prostrate Cancer Charity. Cllr Keen
presented Paul with a trophy, £50 towards the charity that he raised money for and a £20
voucher for him.
The family were thanked for attending and left the meeting at 8.30p.m.
9

Recreational / H&S update

The Clerk reported on matters that relate to play equipment and sports field maintenance:
 Tru-Green are to treat the woodland walk path with moss killer
 A surface of grass matting will be installed under the Kompan roundabout this
week as agreed
 Multi-play unit has been sanded down and fixings made right
 The goal posts have been secured
 New seats and bearing have been fitted to the swings
 Branches overhanging the junior play area have been removed
 Streetscape have inspected the outdoor gym tightening pedals and checking the
ground fixings
 Cllr Nuttall reported that he has checked the embankment slide noting wear and
tear, which will be monitored
 The Aerial slide is temporarily out of action whilst the seat and chain sleeve is
being replaced
 Cllr Dawson is to carry out checks on the timber uprights within the next few
days

Item 12 was brought forward as the guest speaker for item 11 had not arrived yet.
12

Administration and Finance Committee

The Clerk reported back from the most recent meeting of the committee.
It had been agreed that since there have been lead Cllrs on planning applications, the
process of evaluation has become more efficient.
The annual H&S review noted that current systems were acceptable and working well
and that quarterly reviews will be made in Council meetings starting in March 2015.
The Committee has recommended reviewing the amount of inspections carried out on
play equipment as it is thought there are currently more than necessary.
The Basket Swing and Proludic Shelter have been added to the listed asset insurance and
the office furniture has been removed as this is thought to be less at risk.
Cllrs considered the recommendations of the committee and were all in favour of
approving them.
13

Risk Assessment update

Cllr Nuttall gave an update with progress on risk assessment work that he has completed
on behalf of Riccall Parish Council:







Over the summer a review of risk assessments was made and a risk based plan of
work carried out (usual defects rectified each month)
Land and equipment has been assessed recently –none of these have been deemed
to be in a dangerous condition
A spring time plan for treating the benches and notice boards with varnish and
preservative is in place
Land at Saunters Way and Landing Lane have been assessed and are deemed to
be acceptable (possibly trees pruning in spring)
Fencing and concrete posts around the Village Green need to be assessed in
spring for wear and tear
there are some issues with graffiti and litter in the park and some damage has
occurred

8.25p.m Kate Urwin entered the meeting.
11

Kate Urwin

Kate Urwin presented her ‘Yorkshire Energy Dr’ service which is a not-for-profit
community interest company for giving independent advice for householders and
community buildings on reducing energy bills. She spoke about funding she has received
for training sessions which will be carried out in the Selby DC area. Cllrs were invited to
ask questions:

What area do you cover?
Selby DC area with current funding for two community projects.
Is this about how we manage energy?
Yes –from behavioural changes to generating energy with advice on getting the best
energy tariffs by comparison, seeing which grants are available and insulation.
Do you know of any experience of savings made from turning streetlights off for some
hours?
No experience of this.
Do you advise on savings on water usage too?
Yes – including the use of sensors.
What benefits are there for Community buildings?
I can advise on reviewing energy tariffs, VAT rates, lighting, insulation and heating
systems and controls.
Kate was thanked for her presentation and left the meeting at 8.55p.m.
14

Riccall surgery patient group

Cllr Dawson reported on the patients group for Beech Tree surgery noting that he has
joined the group and that it will next meet in February. Cllrs Keen and Duggan have also
joined the group. Cllrs will report back after the meeting.
15

Minor items and items for the next agenda

Item for next agenda- to discuss possible cycle racks for village.
9.05pm
It was agreed that item 16 would be taken in private session. Members of
the public left the meeting as did Sandra Botham and the Youth Advisor, Tom Davies.
16

Staff Matters

The Clerk reported on national pay increases for staff and had circulated details of
changes to various pay scales, all of which affect the Council’s four staff.
It was agreed that the national changes should be accepted.
The Chairman thanked those present and closed the meeting at 9.10 pm

