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Welcome !
To a very different, but hopefully interesting version of The Riccall Beacon.
As most village groups are not currently able to meet and events are on hold,
this copy is full of current information of what is happening around us and
what will affect us as residents of this lovely village and our wider community.
Please see our articles on the local government re-organisation, the response
made to the Selby Local Plan Preferred Options Consultation, reports from
Snow Patrol, who have been very busy keeping the footpaths ice free, and
Community Resilience Group, who have been active helping residents
throughout the lockdowns. We have news on a change to the planning
system and a local planning consultation. We also have good news for
progress at St Mary’s Church and a report on the award for our Youth of the
Year, plus more Parish Council news.
We welcome our new councillor, Martin Wiles, who joined us in January.

Congratulations Nancy
On 18 March 2021, Nancy Leetham, a well known and loved village resident
turned 100.
Nancy, born in the village, spent most of her 100 years here, moving away for
a few years following her marriage to George. Known to most people as ‘the
lady who lived next to Riccall Primary School’, where she was caretaker for
20 years until 1980, when she retired shortly after being widowed. During that
time, she reputedly knew the first name of every child in school!
Since then Nancy lived alone, remaining self sufficient until 2 years ago,
when she moved to a residential home. They ensured Nancy had a fabulous
birthday. The highlight of her day, a birthday card from the Queen.
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Riccall Park–
car park consultation results
A big thank you to all the residents who took the time to respond to the recent consultation. The
majority of responses were in support of a car park within the park, but also offered alternative
suggestions and solutions.
The main topics raised, which have been taken into consideration are:
• Suggestions to change the access and location of the car park to the Checker Lane area of the
park.
This has been considered previously but failed as the access is too close to the A19 junction.
• A double access/egress was preferable to the proposed single car access.
The feasibility of this option is being investigated.
• A pedestrian access using a fully closing gate instead of a staggered access was preferable.
The existing kissing gate will be repositioned and used.
• Permeable surfaces were preferable to the proposed tarmac surfaces.
This option will be pursued to be in-line with sustainable drainage. This will also offer more protection for the mature trees in the park.
• Pay & Display for parking was suggested.
We prefer to provide a free facility, and Pay & Display would be difficult to manage. The option of
an Honesty Box will be considered.
• Security, particularly for ‘out of hours’ was a concern.
A lockable gate or barrier are being considered.
• Installing double yellow lines on the road outside the park.
An application will be made for double yellow lines, but we are aware that these applications are
not always successful.
Recently we have received concerns from residents regarding both the amount of parking outside
Riccall Park and roadside parking at the north end of the village, to use the cycle track. We are in
consultation with both NYCC Highways and the Police, who are monitoring the situation and
including these area in patrols. The park is very popular with visitors, especially at weekends and
school holidays, and as current restrictions are being lifted, so is the cycle track. In addition, we
have been contacted about the properties neighbouring the park suffering from inconsiderate and
sometimes abusive drivers using private drives for turning and parking when it is busy. We
encourage residents to walk or cycle to use the park and for particular care to be taken by car
users when taking children in and out of parked cars. Please use the pavement side and not the
roadside for safety reasons.

Contact Details - Riccall Parish Council
Chairman 2020/21
Cllr Brian Keen
Fuchsia Cottage, Kelfield Rd
Vice-Chairman 2020/21
Cllr Steve Sharp
33 York Road
Members:
Cllr Howard Adamson 12 Holmes Drive
Cllr Jeff Marston 23 Selby Road
Cllr Nick Morton 1 Cherry Orchard
Cllr Duncan Rimmer 3 Viking Drive
Cllr Martin Wiles, 66 Chapel Walk

Mrs Sandra Botham– Clerk/RFO
The Regen Centre
Landing Lane
Riccall
YO19 6PW
Tel: (01757) 249222
clerk@riccallparishcouncil.org.uk
Cllr Keith Dawson - 3 Kelfield Rd,
Cllr Mark Nuttall 1 King Rudding Close
Cllr Bob Owens 42 The Meadows
Cllr Rebecca Tatterton, 11 Chapel Walk
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Selby District Council adopted a new Statement of Community Involvement
which was implemented from 1st January 2021. A full copy of the document
can be seen on the Selby DC website at
https://www.selby.gov.uk/statement-community-involvement-sci
In line with current legislation and this new Statement of Community
Involvement,

Neighbour notifications are no longer being sent from this date.
We understand that this will be reviewed after 6 months. All planning consultation can be viewed on
the Selby DC Planning Portal. In addition, our own new website, soon to be launched, will also feature
planning application details for the village.

Public Rights Of Way (PROW)
The map below identifies Public Rights of Way in and around the village. To view in more detail,
please visit North Yorkshire County Council - Public Rights of Way, using the link below. The

Zoom facility can be used to show any area in North Yorkshire in detail.

https://maps.northyorks.gov.uk/connect/analyst/mobile/#/main?mapcfg=Out_and_About

Cyclists
A cycle rack has been installed on the village green following requests for
this facility from residents. It is located against the wall, behind the
memorial bench, and we hope it will be a useful addition to the village
green. Thanks to Cllr Musgrave for funding from North Yorkshire County
Council.

S P R I N G /S U M M E R
2021

Riccall Park - play equipment news
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Much of the timber play equipment at the park has now undergone major
maintenance. This meant that for some periods of time, parts of the park
were out of use, while the work took place by contractors. In addition,
some of the surfacing is also being renewed. The basket swing has been
removed to allow the grass mat surface to get established, following new
mats and seed being installed and will be replaced, as soon as possible.
The toddler and junior swing area will also be resurfaced and will need to
be left while the surface settles in. The Kompan roundabout surface will
also be renewed and goal posts maintenance carried out. We will update
our website and Face Book page as work dates are confirmed and
progressed. Please be patient while the work is in progress, and the
surfaces settle, so that the area is an even better experience for our
younger residents. Thank you!

RICCALL AND DISTRICT RESILIENCE PLAN GROUP
As reported in the Autumn, the Community Resilience Group has supported local families suffering
Covid related financial hardship. We have used grants from North Yorkshire County Council, from
Tesco “Bags of Help” and from Two Ridings Foundation. We recently received a second round of
funding from NYCC, so an extra special thank you to Councillor Richard Musgrave for facilitating
this. Our support to the families continues.
There are three levels of flood warnings issued by the Environment Agency: Flood Alert, Flood
Warning and Severe Flood Warning. The EA issued a Flood Warning for Riccall at the end of
January. This level of warning is issued when flooding is expected but fortunately it did not occur.
The Resilience Steering Group contacted the EA about this. As a result of our conversations, the
four Riccall members of the Steering Group (listed below) are now registered as Flood Wardens and
will shortly be trained. The Flood Warden role opens a direct line of communication with the EA and
gives the EA local knowledge on the river level; this should reduce the frequency of false alarms in
the future.
We have registered about 20 fantastic and valued volunteers. But we need more. Would you be
able to help move sandbags? To escort vulnerable people to a place of safety? To make tea and
chat? Or offer general practical help? If so, please register as a volunteer. Just contact one of the
below and we will get you the correct form to complete.
Also, feel free to contact one of the below, if you have any questions or concerns about resilience
and/or emergency planning.
Mark Nuttall – 1, King Rudding Close, 248016.
Keith Dawson – 3, Kelfield Road, 248268.
Steve Sharp – 33, York Road, 248115.
Nick Morton – 1, Cherry Orchard, Main Street 248973

Snow Patrol– True Grit
We call ourselves “Snow Patrol” but we are really a winter gritting team. We mainly go out gritting
when there is frost and ice. That has been the case this year, but we have also had snow on
occasions – what a treat! Low temperatures were late to arrive this winter – we didn’t treat footways
until 29th December. But we were busy for a while after that! From 29 th December to the end of
February, the volunteers were out gritting on ten occasions. We gritted generously at times when the
forecast told us we were going to get consecutive days of low temperatures. This meant that, in
addition to the ten gritting days, there were days when we inspected for residual grit from the day
before and treated again only if necessary. We used quite a lot of grit this year. The Parish Council
are happy to pay for this grit as a sound investment to make our footways safer. But this grit is only
for use on public footways, it is NOT for private drives and paths.
This year Snow Patrol has recruited a couple of new, enthusiastic volunteers. They have helped create a core team who have quickly and efficiently responded to requests to go out in
the cold. My sincere thanks to these people. But my thanks also to the other volunteers who may not have been called out this winter – it is important to have some
“reserves”. We are always looking for more volunteers. Please contact the Parish
Council Clerk if you want to join us. clerk@riccallparishcouncil.org.uk
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Community Notice Board……...
Did you have something to add?

W H AT ’ S G O I N G O N I N R I C C A L L ?

This is your section of the Beacon, providing an opportunity for community groups
to submit articles about their group and about what it does. Attempts have been made to reach most
groups via email but apologies if we have missed yours. Any community group in Riccall can submit an
article but we do ask that they are kept to a maximum of around 200 words, so that we can be inclusive
and fair to all groups. Ideally please email the article to clerk@riccallparishcouncil.org.uk The Beacon will
be produced three times this year. Many thanks for all of your articles to date. The deadlines for the next
issues to be confirmed.. Sandra Botham—Editor

Riccall Community Library re-opening
The library has been closed due to government restrictions but recently re-opened.
The library is located at the Village Institute on Station Road and a warm welcome
will await you. We are looking forward to taking part in the SUMMER READING
CHALLENGE this year, as long as all Covid restrictions have been lifted. We hope
many children can take part in this, as in previous years. Remember, we have a
lovely selection of children’s books and we are in the village, no need to travel. The
library re-opened on Monday 12 April.
Our usual opening times are
Mondays 10 am to 12 30 pm (excluding Bank Holidays)
Tuesdays 2pm to 6pm
Looking forward to seeing you again,
Fay, Dorothy, Jill, Martin and Liz.

Raise the Roof—St Mary’s Church
Starting this Spring, contractors will be repairing the rooves over
the North and South Aisles in St Marys Church following theft
damage caused over two years ago. Thanks for all of your
kindness, generosity and good wishes which have made this
possible.
Reverend Graham Horner

Community Grants
Riccall Parish Council has a limited amount of funding available for Riccall
community groups to apply for. In an effort to support its community groups, the
Parish Council would like to encourage applications for small grants, up to a
maximum of £400. You will need to clearly demonstrate why you need the funding
and complete an application form. The next deadline for applications will be 15 July
2021. Please contact us for an application form (01757) 249222 or email
clerk@riccallparishcouncil.org.uk Copies of the Guidance and Application Forms
are available on our website www.riccallparishcouncil.org.uk

Power cuts
Do you, or someone you know, need a little extra support this winter?
If you have any concerns about how you, or someone you care for, would
manage during a power cut due to personal or medical circumstances, please
join our free Priority Services Membership online at northernpowergrid.com/
care or by calling 0800 169 2996.

S P R I N G /S U M M E R 2 0 2 1
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Community Notice Board……...

W H AT ’ S G O I N G O N I N R I C C A L L ?

Riccallish Allsorts
Riccallish Allsorts is the village drama group. Although our usual activities have
been curtailed by Covid, we nevertheless produced our annual panto on film this
year, and it’s still available to watch on You Tube. Search Riccallish Allsorts, and the
title is Grimm Times.
We are aiming to produce an online murder mystery for later this spring, and we
hope to take part in the rescheduled Regen 20 th anniversary celebrations, when we
will be performing an episode from Fawlty Towers. We also have next years’ panto
in preparation, which will be (you heard it here first) Sleeping Beauty.
We always welcome new members. If you want to improve your acting skills – which
build confidence and social skills – in a safe and friendly atmosphere, or if you want
an outlet for your artistic side and would like to help with props or scenery (painting
stuff 10 feet high is great fun too!) then please get in touch with Ken
Davison on
01757 249820 or email Riccallish@gmail.com

Riccall CP School
In September, Riccall CP School opened its first ever nursery class, which has its
own purpose built building (previously owned by the pre-school). The
nursery class team, many of whom have transferred from the existing
Riccall Pre-School staff are led by Sally Sutherland and Sarah
Waterworth who are both qualified teachers and plan and lead the day’s
learning. Being part of the school means that the children will have an
easier transition when they join our Reception class as they will be used
to coming into the school building, seeing the other school staff and their
learning will follow directly on from what they were doing in nursery. Being part of school doesn’t mean that our nursery class isn’t focused on
learning through play and on the children having lots of fun. In the past few months,
the children have made snowmen, celebrated Chinese New Year, made their own
vegetable soup and even created their own beach to visit for the day! (visit our Facebook page to see photos of these activities and more!) However, they are also joining
in fun and engaging phonics activities, which means that they’ll be ready to fly with
their reading once they join our Reception class.
We still have spaces available for some sessions, so if you’re interested in finding out
more visit our website (www.riccallprimary.co.uk) or call us on 01757 248234.

RPC Youth of the Year 2020
Congratulations to Harrison, who was nominated by a resident for this
annual award. Mary nominated him for the following reasons: “At the time of the
first COVID-19 lockdown in 2020 I contacted the Riccall Support Group to
see if someone could pick up our daily paper. Harrison had decided he
wanted to be a volunteer and he delivered the newspaper unfailingly every
day for six months until he had to start attending school again. But it was
more than a paper delivery: he would knock and wait for me to acknowledge
him so that he knew I was alright. He knew I had recently lost my husband
and we had pleasant chats about all sorts of things that brightened up the day at a time of grief
and loneliness. His desire to help showed an altruism and emotional maturity beyond his age of
12 years. Thank you Harrison.” Members were pleased to have such a worthy winner for helping
in our community. We would also like to pass on thanks to the support group for giving Harrison
the opportunity to volunteer. Well done for setting such a good example.

W H AT ’ S G O I N G O N I N R I C C A L L ?
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Local government re-organisation
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Consultation will soon be taking place for the two options submitted to the Minister
of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government. The options are:
East and West option:
The six district and borough councils of Craven, Harrogate, Richmondshire,
Ryedale, Scarborough and Selby have submitted an outline proposal for local
government reorganisation. The proposal is for an “East and West” model of two
unitary councils of a similar population and economic size. This would see Craven,
Harrogate, Richmondshire and Hambleton join together to form a unitary council in
the west. Selby, City of York, Ryedale and Scarborough join together to form a
unitary council in the east. The East & West model would create two balanced
unitary authorities, with a population of 465,000 in the East, and 363,000 in the
West.
Unitary option:
North Yorkshire County Council has published its proposal for a single unitary
council to replace the current county council and the seven district councils. North
Yorkshire County Council’s proposals for a unitary authority to cover the whole of
North Yorkshire, representing 600,000 people and 3,000 square miles, leaving the
City of York as a small unitary authority ,representing around 200,000 people.
Further information is available on the North Yorkshire
County Council and Selby District Council websites.

New litter and dog bins
We have recently added a dog bin at the river end of Landing Lane and a litter bin
by Dam Bridge on Kelfield Road, following requests from residents. We are happy
to consider other locations to add bins to, but these must be suitable for the
contractor to access and empty them from his vehicle. All litter bins can be used for
dog poo bags, as well as the dedicated dog bins. Please contact the Clerk 01757
249222 or clerk@riccallparsihcouncil.org.uk if you have any ideas for us to place
more bins to help keep our village litter and dog mess free.
A sincere

THANK-YOU

to all of our wonderful volunteers!!

We are grateful to all of those involved in:
Snow Patrol, for keeping the footpaths gritted through the winter ice and snow.
To the Community Library volunteers, for running the facility with such a warm
welcome.
To the volunteers who help distributing The Riccall Beacon.
And, although we are very lucky to have our own Litter Collector, Steve Golton,
who does a wonderful service collecting litter within the village, we would also like
to thank a number of community minded residents who have been collecting litter
while out walking. There has been a noticeable increase in litter on the footpaths
and lanes with more people exercising locally, please remember to take your litter
home with you or use the many bins located around the village.

Tots and Teddies & Knit and Natter
We are hoping to be able to meet soon. Look out for posters at St Mary’s Church for details.

S P R I N G /S U M M E R 2 0 2 1
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Riccall Archive is housed at Riccall Regen Centre. During the last year the volunteers have not
been able to meet up except for a few weeks last autumn. However, we have been able to help
the school by providing photographs and information for local studies. The WI ladies were
appreciative of presentations about shops, the railway and schooling in Riccall.
Photographs of the remnants of buildings connected to Riccall Airfield, some now in private
ownership, and also some biographies of servicemen who were stationed at Riccall RAF in WW II
have been donated to the Archive. The Archive has many digital images from donors concerning
Riccall stored on computer. There are also several collections of papers, census records, village
surveys, maps and a library of local interest books, as well as other history books. The Archive
Group is looking into setting up a website.
The volunteer Archivists meet up, when permitted, at the Regen Centre on Tuesday afternoons
from 2 pm – 4 pm. However, we are happy to open up by arrangement at other times. Contact
details: Riccallarchive@hotmail.com

Planning consultation

The Parish Council have
objected to the most recent planning consultation, 2020/1300/FUL, to
demolish the existing property and construct 7 new homes at
'Tamwood' on Station Road, due to overcrowding of the site, loss of the
existing dwelling and access and parking issues on Station Road.
District Councillor John Duggan is supporting the objections made by
residents and the application will be determined by Planning Committee. The current approval to retain the existing property and erect 2
dwellings is thought to be a more appropriate development of the site.
Historically, after World War ll there were only a few residential properties in Station Road.
Station House was there from about 1870/72. No 4 Station Road was there in the 1800's, and
the bungalow next door, No 2, was storage and possibly an office for the wood yard which was
on the opposite side of Station Road in the early 1900's. Beaulah House, No 17, Rosemead
No19, Grove House (demolished to create Station Rise) along with Trentholme were probably
built by 1930. Tamwood, No 1, and Welwyn No 3, were probably built in the 1930's. Because
these houses were built in the same era, that is between the wars and known as Art Deco style
villa houses, they set the streetscape for the road for another 20 years. The Institute was built in
1927 in a similarly sympathetic style. Further development of the road began in the 1950's
beyond the Village Institute and then carried on with the building of Mount Park in the 1960's. It
was in the 1990's that King Rudding Close and Danes Court were developed.
Tamwood is part of the Riccall streetscape. It is iconic in style and would be a loss to Station
Road and the village. A barn on the corner of York Road and Chapel Lane, which had become
derelict, was not allowed to be pulled down and has since been renovated into a home, which
maintains the streetscape of that part of the village. The same applies with regard to Tamwood
and if it is lost, then the streetscape of Station road would be damaged for ever. The demolition
of the house to make access for Station Rise was regrettable but the number of houses on that
development outweighed the argument to keep it.
We thank the Archive Group for the history of Station Road.

Riccall Parish Council does not accept any liability for misinformation or misinterpretation within the content of this publication and
cannot be held responsible for loss or damages howsoever they may be incurred. Reproduction of the Riccall Beacon in any form is
forbidden except by prior express permission of the publisher. The views and opinions expressed in the Community News section of
The Riccall Beacon do not necessarily represent the views of the editor or members of Riccall Parish Council and the Editorial
Committee reserve the right to make any amendments deemed necessary. While every care is taken to provide accurate information,
neither Riccall Parish Council nor contributors accept any liability for any error or omission. Riccall Parish Council cannot be held
responsible for the failure of contributors to provide the services or events as stated.
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RICCALL NEEDS YOU!
The Parish Council (PC) has been concerned for some time about the lack of Neighbourhood
Watch activity in the village. The reasons for this have been explained to the PC by the former
Chair of Riccall Neighbourhood Watch (NHW). The Council fully understands these, but had further
concerns when it was told recently that Riccall NHW had in effect been dissolved.
During all of
this time, the PC has expressed its desire to help with the running of Riccall NHW in any way it
could, in order that the village continued to have a pro-active NHW, covering as much of the village
as possible. All currently concerned recognise that Riccall no longer has an active NHW and that it
would be sensible for the PC to take the lead in restarting that activity, as soon as possible .
Before doing this, the PC would like to hear the views of Riccall residents. Do you want an active
Neighbourhood Watch in the village? Would you be willing to be a member? Would you like to be
a coordinator, with responsibility for your street? In current circumstances, we cannot have a public meeting, so we are asking for your views by letter to Riccall PC, Regen Centre, Landing Lane,
by email to admin@riccallparishcouncil.org.uk, or by telephone to the PC’s Admin Assistant,
Glenda Brown on 07958701566.
If your response is positive, we would seek national NHW advice on re-starting Riccall NHW, draft
a constitution, based on an existing one successfully used by a similar sized scheme, recruit coordinators, re-activate Riccall NHW Facebook and Website, advise appropriate police contacts of
steps being taken, consider whether all parishioners should automatically be members, decide
whether to fund NHW through any existing funds to start with, then through PC grant or member
subscription.
Before taking further action, we need your views. A new Riccall NHW will not be effective without
your support and participation. Can we be up an drunning by 2022, the 40th birthday of the NHW
Scheme ?
Please respond.
Thank you.

Thank you
To the W. I . and the Knit & Natter ladies for the wonderful display of crafted
flowers and Easter decorations around the church yard and on the village
green. They were simply stunning and brightened up our Easter.
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Club news
Riccall Tennis Club
Riccall Tennis Club are delighted to announce that as of 29 th March 2021 tennis is
back! There will be fun, free tennis taster and coaching sessions going on for both
juniors and adults over the next couple of months and it is a great opportunity to
try out tennis for the first time or dust the cobwebs off your racquet if you have not
played in a while. These fun events include our annual BBQ and Club Championships. At Riccall, we have a continually growing adult and junior membership and
a full time coaching and club tennis program throughout the week. Sessions include Adult
Beginner, Improver and Advanced coaching sessions held on Monday evenings from 6.30pm9.30 pm, as well as an open club night on a Wednesday evening from 7pm onwards. Our Cardio
Tennis sessions on Wednesday evenings and Saturday mornings have proved to be a hit
amongst our members as a great way to get fit and healthy as well as brush up on your tennis
skills. We will have 5 teams entered into the local York Doubles Leagues which is great
competitive fun for all players. Our Junior Tennis program is the biggest it has ever been, with
coaching sessions for children aged 2-18 years old being held on Mondays, Wednesdays,
Saturdays and Sundays. If you would like to know more about Riccall Tennis Club, or are
interested in joining us at our upcoming events, please visit our website for more details or find
us on Facebook.

Riccall Bowling Club
Why not come and play bowls in Riccall? The coming outdoor season will open initially for
social bowling only during the first weekend of May at the Club’s Landing Lane Green adjacent
to the Regen Centre. Social distancing rules will apply for a period at the start of the season
with only three of the six rinks available for a maximum of 6 players per rink and playing slots
must be booked through the Club’s website Riccallbowls.co.uk. If you are new to the sport we
can lend you bowls and teach you how to play for free. Whether experienced or not contact
Richard.e.scott@btinternet.com or Peter on Hrdstffpah@aol.com for more information about
Club activities or training for beginners. Besides social bowling, members play in several
competitive Leagues, but details as to when any of these fixtures will start, and the rules to
follow including car sharing for away games, are still awaited. Should restrictions be lifted fully,
Riccall will also hold its major fundraising Whistlestop event during the summer. This is a
one-day competition which attracts many teams from a large area around the village. So why
not give bowls a try in this friendly club, you never know you may become quite expert!!

Riccall Gardening Club
It is almost a year since Riccall Gardening Club were all ready to host the
second Spring Flower and Crafts Show at the Village Institute. Sadly it
wasn’t to be. Here we are a year on, and at long last the gardening club
can begin planning to host a Summer/Autumn Show for 2021. Our
members have held their first zoom meeting this year and fingers crossed
aim to get together for an outdoor meeting in June at the village allotments. Last Spring, we
visited Burton Agnes to see the wonderful snowdrop display and several of us purchased both
snowdrops and unusual irises, which we are enjoying in our gardens now!
With so many more people in the village taking up gardening and vegetable growing, we would
be delighted to welcome new members. As soon as it is safe to do so we will be meeting on the
4th Wednesday of each month at 10.30 am in the Village Institute and will have a programme of
visits and /or speakers to look forward to. Do get in touch if you are interested in joining us.
Chris Osborne [Secretary] c.osborne634@btinternet.com 01757 248561
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Riccall Lands Charity - Protecting your village heritage.
The Trustees and a few volunteers manage 26 acres of land around the village on your
behalf. That is why, in association with RPC, we have Riccall Park, the Jubilee Sports Field,
the Millennium Green, and the allotments. For the first time in many years there is currently a
waiting list for these.
The Woodlands Trust has recently provided Riccall’s parks with over 200 young trees and
bushes which a few volunteers have been planting on the Recreation Ground perimeter and
field boundaries. Sadly, recent vandalism has seen a number of the saplings removed and
destroyed from the Recreation Ground perimeter.

The Charity is considering turning the 3 acre field ,next to the community allotment shop, into
a nature reserve and woodland, and an initial feasibility study will be undertaken in the coming
months. If the project goes ahead it is expected that planting will start at the end of this year,
and there will be opportunities for volunteers to get involved If you have any skills or
experience in designing and creating such an area, we would like to hear from you, and will
consider asking you to join in the planning phase.

RLC Contacts: Tom Metcalfe (Administrator)
Brian Keen (Field Gardens Coordinator)

01757 249549
01757 249403

The Riccall Lands Charity are losing valuable income as dog walkers are allowing their dogs to
foul on it’s fields and therefore they cannot be used for growing crops. Please respect farmers
land and use the Public Rights of Way.

Faulty streetlights
Many of the street-lights in the village are owned by the Parish Council and the
rest are owned by North Yorkshire. If on your travels around the village you see
any that are not on or faulty, please contact us with the location and the number
on the post. We are happy to report both those belonging to the Parish Council
and North Yorkshire. Call 249222 or email clerk@riccallparishcouncil.org.uk

Riccall W.I.
Riccall WI has continued to function even during the lockdowns. Monthly meetings are now
held via Zoom and so far we have had local speakers improving our knowledge of our village,
‘Schooling in Riccall’ illustrated with photos from Riccall archive, the work of the Parish Council
and Riccall Lands Charity. We also have regular Coffee and Chat meetings, quizzes and craft
sessions again via zoom.
We organised a pop up stall selling baking and preserves that normally would have been sold
at the Dickensian Fayre and we were able to donate the proceeds to St Leonard’s Hospice, the
Village Institute and Sleepsafe. Throughout the pandemic we have continued to collect items
for Selby Foodbank and Sleepsafe. Thankyou everyone for your generous contributions.
We have also been busy crafting. Members knitted and sewed Riccall Robins to decorate the
Churchyard over Christmas and we are currently busy making Easter chicks and colourful birds
that will be decorating the churchyard along with items from the Knit and Natter group over
Easter.
We will be planning outdoor events as soon as it is safe to do and hope we can resume indoor
meetings later this year.
Gill Edmonds [President] 248449
Kate Metcalfe [Secretary] 249549
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Please see the response made by Riccall Parish Council to the recent consultation, which took into
account concerns raised by residents:
Riccall Parish Council is fully aware that there is a need for new housing in the country, including
Selby District. However, it is clear to the council that any large developments should only be
allowed where the existing infrastructure can sustain them. This is not the case in Riccall.
The internal road network is inadequate to deal with a further increase in traffic. The junctions with
the A19 are already hazardous, not just at rush hours, and require roundabouts. The doctors’
surgery is too small to deal with the existing number of patients and the primary school cannot take
any more children.
Judging by the number of power cuts Riccall gets, the electricity supply is struggling to cope with the
existing demand. Waste- water and sewage disposal are also problematical, with street flooding
being a regular occurrence. Standing water and flooding are frequent problems on land in the parish
outside of the present built up area. The fresh water supply is from a listed water tower which was
built to supply a population much less than even the current population of the village.
In summary, the infrastructure is struggling to cope with the existing village demands and could not
deal with a further large development. As stated earlier, the parish council recognises the need for
further housing in the district but feels that there are adequate opportunities to provide this need by
developing existing brown field sites such as Church Fenton and Burn Airfields, North Selby and
Stillingfleet mine sites, Olympia Park Barlby and the redundant Eggborough Power Station site.
Also, existing redundant factories and offices throughout the district should be developed, instead of
left lying empty. There may well be more of these in the future, as Covid brings about more longterm home working.
The Parish Council strongly opposes any further large-scale housing developments in
Riccall and feels that none should even be considered until the current problems,
summarised above, are addressed.
Our website will be updated with any further consultations.

Welcome PC Morris
As I am sure you are all now aware the previous beat manager for the area, PC938 Nigel Collins, is
currently covering as a Sgt in our Community Safety Hub in Selby and as a result I am now
covering the Selby North area.
As a very brief introduction – I have been a Police Officer for just over 14 years, starting in York as
a response officer then moving to Selby where I have been for the last 10 years or so. I have spent
the majority of my career on Response, and moved to the neighbourhood team just over a year
ago, covering the Southern end of the district. I have lived in the Selby district for nearly 40 years,
having moved to the area when I was very young. I attended the local primary school in
Hemingbrough, then Barlby High before going on to study at Selby College and Sheffield Hallam
University – so I have grown up in the area I am now covering (and I’m old enough to remember Big
John – the local bobby when I was at primary school).
I hope to continue the good work that PC Collins has started and share his views of building on
existing links between the community and Police and maintaining a regular Police presence in the
area I cover.

Youth Advisors
Riccall Parish Council offers the opportunity to the young people in Riccall to be involved within the
community by becoming a Youth Advisor. You will need to be enthusiastic about young people in
Riccall, at least 16 years old, live in Riccall and be confident enough to speak at meetings and yet
able to listen to others and consider their points. Please send us a letter or an email about yourself,
outlining why you’d be a good candidate to get involved. What would you bring to the Council? Your
experience in local politics will be a valuable addition to your CV in the future, and you’ll learn lots
about your local community. We are looking forward to hearing from you. We would welcome
applications from anyone interested in what can be achieved in Riccall for young people. Why not
take this opportunity to let your voice be heard and get the experience of representing your peers?
Please contact the Clerk for further information.

