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Unfortunately, the infection rates for Covid-19 across the county continue to rise. An inevitable and
sad consequence of that is that we are seeing growing positive tests among the frailest residents in
North Yorkshire, those living in the county’s care settings. Despite robust outbreak management
plans, we now have more than 55 care homes out of a total of 233 with single cases or outbreaks,
and three of those now have a very difficult situation with wider scale infection. This is a serious
matter, as you will understand.
Alongside this we have transmissions continuing to rise across the county, and I am afraid to say
much of this spread lies outside of our direct control, because it is taking place within people’s
homes and social settings. We are also surrounded by counties and regions in higher levels of
restrictions than we are. Together all of these issues mean we are literally remaining in tier one –
the lowest level of intervention – by a thread.
If we are to have any chance at all of staying in this tier, and to give us all the best chance of being
able to be with our loved ones at Christmas, we need to step up and stand together as a county
and we will explain this in more detail over the coming days. In my role as Chair of North
Yorkshire’s Local Resilience Forum, I am regularly asked when all this will end. The answer is
unfortunately not as straightforward as the question. In truth, we will need to adapt the way we live
for many more months. There is much talk of vaccines, let’s hope that one becomes widely
available, and that it is effective. There is certainly cause for hope and the treatments for people
who end up in hospital have also improved, which is positive. Testing and lab capacity are also
improving and we are extremely successful in North Yorkshire at securing new options for testing
across communities.
We appreciate more people are finding they need a little bit of extra help too, in these difficult
times. In response, we can offer some aid to those most in need through our North Yorkshire Local
Assistance Fund. At the start of the pandemic we allocated an extra £1million for this fund to pay
for things like food and utility vouchers. Government supplemented this with an extra £150,000.
We have also donated more than £200,000 to a variety of charities supplying food, including food
banks and hot meal deliveries. If you need help you can learn more about what’s available and how
to apply here www.northyorks.gov.uk/nylaf Alternatively, to find details of food supply charities near
you, you can call our customer service centre, which currently opens seven days a week from 8am
to 5.30pm, on 01609 780780. No one in North Yorkshire should feel alone.
While we know that Covid-19 is having a big impact on the way we like to live we should also feel
fortunate to be a county of such resilience and determination to overcome whatever the world
throws at us. I am constantly inspired by the way North Yorkshire folk just get on with things. Today
is no exception. Take 10-year-old Elise, and Harry, who is four! They are leading the way this
week on creating rainbow pumpkins for a village Hallowe’en trail near Thirsk, instead of trick or
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treating. You can see their wonderful artwork and read more about their covid-safe adventures
here https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/news/article/villagers-turn-pumpkin-spotters-enjoy-safehalloween
The other big-ticket item I have promised to keep you informed on is our proposal to pave the way
for a mayoral-led combined authority and a strong devolution deal for North Yorkshire. This week
we published our bid to restructure local government to support the road to that ultimate prize. We
have written our proposal based on experience and understanding built on having delivered highquality services to everyone in North Yorkshire for many decades. We believe for every household
in the county we have the potential to save up to £185 a year to plough back into the services that
matter to you. Over five years this equates to a total potential saving worth £252 million. It would be
negligent not to pursue this. Alongside this, we also have detailed and ambitious plans to drive a
revolution in empowering residents and businesses to have a much bigger say in what matters to
them. I am grateful to the very many people and organisations, businesses and groups that have
taken the time to help us write this report. You can read more about it here
https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/news/article/case-change
Look after yourselves and stay safe. I will bring you more news on all of these points in the days
ahead.

NYCC’s website has a dedicated area for all the latest news, see links below:
•
•

COVID-19 related news: https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/coronavirus-advice-and-information
Devolution/Stronger together: https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/stronger-together

Follow us on social media: @northyorkscc on Facebook and Twitter, LinkedIn and Instagram.

North Yorkshire Coronavirus Data
The number of cases of COVID-19 in North Yorkshire continues to increase. At 25th October,
there have been 7,047 positive tests since 3rd March, with 1,716 new cases reported in the past
two weeks. Over the past week, the average number of new cases is approximately 121 cases per
day. Work continues to ensure effective monitoring of all areas, with support for incidents being
provided across a range of settings, which are reviewed daily.
Further information on North Yorkshire data provided at county, district and local area level can be
found here: https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/coronavirus-data.
Self-Isolation and Close Contacts
It is important that everyone plays their part in preventing the spread of the virus, one vital measure
that we know is effective is self-isolation. Self-isolation is not the same as social distancing, it
means not leaving your home, because you could be at greater risk of passing COVID-19 on to
others.
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Individuals should self-isolate if:
•
•
•
•

you have any COVID-19 symptoms (the symptoms are a new continuous cough, a high
temperature or a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell)
you or someone in your household is waiting for a test result
you or someone in your household tests positive for COVID-19
you are notified by NHS Test and Trace or the NHS COVID-19 app because you have been
in close contact with someone who has the virus.

Guidance on how long to self-isolate include:
•
•
•

You must isolate immediately for 10 days if you have any coronavirus symptoms, do not
wait for a test or a test result before starting your self-isolation.
If someone in your household has the virus, you need to self-isolate for 14 days from the
point that household member first developed symptoms.
If you have been identified as the close contact of someone outside your household who
has the virus, you need to self-isolate until 14 days after your last contact with them.

The 14-day period is used, because you are at risk of developing COVID-19 for 14 days. Even if you
never develop symptoms, you can still be infected and pass the virus on without knowing it. If you do
have a negative test during this time, you still need to self-isolate for the full period. This is because
you could still develop COVID-19 and pass it on to other people. It is important that everyone
understands that a negative test result during your self-isolation does NOT mean you can stop selfisolating early. You could put other people at risk of catching the virus if you do.
A close contact is a person who has been close to someone who has tested positive for COVID-19
anytime from two days before the person was symptomatic up to 10 days from onset of symptoms,
this is when they are infectious to others. For example, a contact can be:
•
•
•

•
•

people who spend significant time in the same household as a person who has tested positive
for COVID-19
sexual partners
a person who has had face-to-face contact (within one metre), with someone who has tested
positive for COVID-19, including:
o being coughed on
o having a face-to-face conversation within one metre
o having skin-to-skin physical contact, or
o contact within one metre for one minute or longer without face-to-face contact
a person who has been within 2 metres of someone who has tested positive for COVID-19
for more than 15 minutes
a person who has travelled in a small vehicle with someone who has tested positive for
COVID-19 or in a large vehicle or plane near someone who has tested positive for COVID19

The full Government guidance on self-isolation can be found here:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-homeguidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
Self-isolation can be challenging. There is a range of support available for individuals that need to
self-isolate, please find details here:
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https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/help-you-during-coronavirus-covid-19

Testing
Testing sites in North Yorkshire, as elsewhere in England, are operated and managed by the
Department of Health and Social Care and private contractors employed by them. We try to help
the department by promoting the Mobile Testing Site locations and hosting information on how
people with symptoms can book a test via the national government portal. We do not manage the
national booking system or laboratory testing process.
Indications are that lab testing capacity is improving but, if you are unable to book a test at a local
site straight away, please keep checking as availability varies during the day.
We are also supporting the Department in asking the public only to get a test if they are directed to
do so by NHS Test and Trace or other NHS services – OR – if they have symptoms, to ensure that
those people who need tests the most can be prioritised.
Before you attend you must book a test. Tests can be booked from 8pm the night before.
Testing sites operated and managed by the Department of Health and Social Care will be running
at the following locations over the coming days between 11am and 3pm:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Every day - Harrogate - Dragon Road Car Park, Dragon Road, Harrogate, HG1 5DB
Thursday 29 October - Richmond - Round Howe Car Park, Reeth
Road, Richmond, DL10 4TL
Thursday 29 October - Whitby - Whitby Park and Ride, Whitby, YO21 1TL
Friday 30 October - Sherburn in Elmet - White Rose Sports Club, The Recreation
Ground, Tadcaster Road, Sherburn in Elmet, LS25 6EL
Friday 30 October - Thornton Le Dale - National Trust Car Park, No.5. Chestnut
Avenue, Pickering,
North Yorkshire, YO18 7RR
Friday 30 October - Northallerton - Newby Wiske Hall, Northallerton, North
Yorkshire, DL7 9HA
Saturday 31 October - Selby - South Entrance, DRAX Power Station, New
Road, Selby, YO8 8PH
Saturday 31 October - Skipton - Coach St car park, Skipton, North Yorkshire, BD23
1LH
Sunday 1 November - Scarborough - Scarborough Park and Ride, Seamer
Road, Scarborough, YO12 4LW
Sunday 1 November - Richmond - Round Howe Car Park, Reeth
Road, Richmond, DL10 4TL

Watch this video to find out what to expect and how to prepare for the test:
https://youtu.be/QawyKwIIfKQ
See the latest dates and locations, find out more and how to book at
www.northyorks.gov.uk/testing
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North Yorkshire launches pilot to get children school-ready
It is never too early to start talking, singing and reading to babies – that is the message at the heart
of a North Yorkshire project to improve speech, language and communication in young children for
when they start school.
A child who is unable to communicate properly with its peers or teachers can become frustrated
and challenging in his or her behaviour. For this reason the County Council has begun an
ambitious pilot programme to improve early language development and tackle school readiness in
North Yorkshire.
The pilot, called Grow and Learn, is taking place in East Whitby and Ryedale over the next year. It
will involve a range of targeted interventions by the County Council and its partners in health and
early years provision such as nurseries and baby and toddler groups who will work with
communities and families.
The pilot is built around the idea of the whole community contributing to a child’s progress and
supporting them to be school-ready. Singing nursery rhymes and other songs, chatting and
reading to children away from the distractions of television and phones are key ways of developing
their early language.
“These don’t have to be done at a set time – they can be done any time to fit in with daily living”,
said Ruth Little, who has been appointed School Readiness Co-ordinator.
“Chatting with children on the way to nursery, or while making a meal or playing ‘I spy’ on the bus
or in the car, sharing a picture book, singing to your bump in ante-natal classes – all contribute to a
child’s language development. It’s never too early to start and can involve the whole community
and wider family networks.”
The Book Trust has also provided North Yorkshire County Council Library Service with free
resources for children aged 0 to 5, including board and picture books, rhyme sheets and Make
Your Own Pet Star craft, to add to their existing collection of books suitable for babies and very
young children. Registrars are also now auto-enrolling babies with the library during birth
registration.
For ideas on fun, free activities which can be done at home to help get children school ready, visit:
www.northyorks.gov.uk/growandlearn
Also look out for the Grow and Learn North Yorkshire County Council social media campaign.

We would like to encourage everyone to stay safe while celebrating Hallowe’en or Bonfire Night
during the school half-tem.
We want families and others to enjoy social time, but still protect yourself and others by not
meeting in groups of more than six indoors or outdoors when seeing people you do not live with, or
who are not part of your bubble, to protect yourselves and others. We also want people to carry on
adhering to the “Hands. Face. Space” guidance outside of schools and workplaces. This applies to
play dates, leisure activities and supervised activities and entertainment for young people.
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Families and communities in North Yorkshire have been putting their creativity into action to come
up with alternatives to trick and treating this Hallowe’en. A number of communities have already
started creating some creative and eye-catching pumpkin trails and outdoor Halloween displays, to
help children and young people celebrate the event.

With a continued increase in coronavirus cases across the county, and the risk of further
restrictions, community support organisations and the voluntary sector partners they are working
alongside are preparing for a potential increase in demand. Communities are also being
encouraged to keep checking on those who might need a helping hand with shopping, collecting
medication, or simply being there for a chat.
In the Esk Valley, Revival North Yorkshire has become a lifeline for around 130 residents working
in partnership with the Whitby CSO. Director Debbie Swales said: “Nothing we do would be
possible without our volunteers. People making one phone call are just as important as those who
go out and do the shopping.”
Val Rowe, a retired teacher from Sleights, is one of the volunteers making a difference in her
community. She said: “Debbie is a really special person, she thinks outside the box. She doesn’t
just think about prescriptions or how to get food, she thinks about everything in a broad sense
because she cares about people. She won’t leave any stone unturned until she finds a way that
person can be supported.”
When lockdown started, Val became a telephone befriender, and as restrictions have eased, she
has also been able to have socially distanced visits with people in their gardens.
She said: “I’ve just started delivering Fish and Chips from Eskdale Fisheries in Sleights. I love
doing it. I’ve learnt so much about people. I do quite a bit of volunteer work, but this is my
favourite.”
People who are self-isolating and need support with shopping, prescriptions and other essentials
but don’t have anyone to call on, or anyone concerned about the welfare of someone else, can
contact North Yorkshire County Council’s customer service centre on 01609 780780. The centre is
open seven days a week 8am to 5.30pm.
People can also find details of local voluntary and community groups offering support at
www.northyorkshireconnect.org.uk
For more information go to www.northyorks.gov.uk/help-you-during-coronavirus-covid-19

LEP News:
Job Support Scheme
The Job Support Scheme will be expanded to support businesses across the UK required to close
their premises due to coronavirus restrictions. The government will pay two thirds of employees’
salaries to protect jobs over the coming months and cash grants for businesses required to close in
local lockdowns will be increased to up to £3,000 per month.
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New guidance on £9 billion Job Retention Bonus
Further information is available on how businesses can claim the government’s Job Retention
Bonus, with millions set to benefit from the £9 billion package.
Read the full update at https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-guidance-on-9-billion-jobretention-bonus-set-to-benefit-millions-of-businesses
Self-isolation support payments
Eligible employees who are required to self-isolate by the Government’s Test and Track scheme,
will be able to apply for one-off payments to support them through the 14-day quarantine period.
The scheme is open to eligible self-employed people who can prove they are unable to work while
self-isolating.
Business Secretary urges businesses to prepare for the end of the transition period
Businesses need to take action now to prepare for the UK’s new start on 1 January 2021.
A series of online webinars have been organised by BEIS throughout October. Businesses can
sign-up to attend these on Workcast.
Businesses can find out about what actions they will need to take, by visiting gov.uk/transition and
using the checker tool.
Small Business Leadership Programme and Peer Network Scheme
To access the Small Business Leadership Programme and Peer Network Scheme,
visit: https://bit.ly/2SvjgqJ
Ambitious businesses in York and North Yorkshire have the opportunity to come together and work
collaboratively as part of our new Peer Networks programme:
https://www.ynygrowthhub.com/resources/peer-networks-programme/
What industry placements look like in your sector
Industry placements can be a great way for businesses to develop and grow new talent. The
Department for Education and SDN are hosting webinars for employers looking at what industry
placements look like in the following skill areas:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Health and Science (22 Oct)
Legal, Finance and Accounting (27 Oct)
Engineering and Manufacturing (3 Nov)
Business and Administration (9 Nov)
Agriculture, Environment and Animal Care (8 Dec)
Creative and Design (17 Dec)

Find out more and register here
Process and Product Innovation (PAPI) York
PAPI are delivering online workshops to help businesses optimise commercial, innovation and
entrepreneurial capabilities.
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Discover more here
Ad:Venture | Extensive online programme until December
Ad:Venture’s business events offer a host of benefits to SME business owners with teaching from
the likes of Leeds Trinity University and Knights PLC. Eligibility applies. Find out more here
REMINDER: LEP Annual Conference
Join us on Friday 6 November for our annual conference.
Held online, the conference will focus on a Greener, Fairer, Stronger vision for reshaping the York
& North Yorkshire economy and how we can work together to achieve this.
To be able to access the conference website, you will need to register in advance here
Staying informed
As always, we are keen to promote the following as main sources of business support information:
•
•
•

GOVERNMENT: https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus/business-support
Y&NY LEP: https://www.businessinspiredgrowth.com/covid-19/
Y&NY GROWTH HUB: https://www.ynygrowthhub.com/how-we-can-help/coronavirus/

Have a happy “virtual and at home” Hallowe’en….
Organise a virtual spooky costume contest
While you may not be able to host an in-person costume party (and trick-or-treating may be
cancelled), you can still show off your costumes during a group call!
Dressing up is one of the best parts of Hallowe’en, and it’s sure to get the little ones in your life
excited. It also allows them an opportunity to get creative and express their individuality. Host a
virtual competition on Zoom and organise a competition for the best dressed, scariest, most
colourful, funniest and most unique costume.
Halloween scavenger hunt
Why not create your very own Hallowe’en theme scavenger hunt for the little ones?
Keep it simple and write a list of things the children need to find around the home or mix it up with a
virtual Zoom party and hiding items in each respective home. Challenge the group to see who can
find all the items the fastest.
Pumpkin carving competition
You can even add a little bit of fun competition by orchestrating a pumpkin carving/decorating
contest to see who comes up with the most unique, scariest, and funniest pumpkins. You can do
everything from start to finish as a group, or ask everyone to prep their pumpkins ahead of time so
they are just carving funny faces during your time online.
Hallowe’en Bingo
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Thanks to the internet, there are lots of free printable bingo templates with plenty of different
themes. Share them with friends and family and have your own game of Hallowe’en bingo online.
Hallowe’en Karaoke / Dance party
Create a playlist of Hallowe’en favourites, dim the lights and have your own Hallowe’en dance
party, this can be done online with friends or even just in your own home. Sing and dance in
character to make it extra fun!
Hallowe’en Zoom background
Why not make your own backdrop for your zoom call? Go crazy and cover the living room or
kitchen in cobwebs and other decorations. Or you can choose the easy option and use one of
Zoom’s spooky backgrounds. Turn the activity into a competition and award a prize to the most
amusing, creative, or interesting entry.
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