Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Riccall Neighbourhood Watch (RNHW), held on
Wednesday, 1 May 2013 at 7.30 pm in Riccall Village Institute
PRESENT:

See attached Attendance/Apologies list

GUEST SPEAKERS: Julia Mulligan, N Yorks Police & Crime Commissioner
PCSO Adam Wood
APOLOGIES:

1.

See attached Attendance/Apologies list

WELCOME & INTRODUCTION

All were welcomed to the meeting by the Chairman.
2.

APOLOGIES

Apologies received were read out.
3.

MINUTES OF LAST AGM HELD 18 APRIL 2012

The minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 18 May 2012 were presented by the Chair of
the meeting and agreed as a true record of events.
4.

ANNUAL REPORTS 2012-2013

4.1

TREASURER’S REPORT

The annual accounts were presented by the Chairman in the absence of the Treasurer, having
been audited by Tony Potter. Funds now stand at £900.58 and suggestions were requested as to
how these funds could best be used.
The matter of the subscription for 2013-2014 was raised and the majority voted by a show of
hands to keep it at £1.00.
4.2

VILLAGE CO-ORDINATOR’S REPORT

Riccall continues to be a very low crime area within North Yorkshire, which is in itself a low crime
area.
The NHW group was first introduced in the village in 1986 and GN was asked a year later to
distribute leaflets to four households in one area of Riccall. From that time the group has grown
considerably and today approximately 50% of households are registered as NHW members. Riccall
has a very good record of members reporting undesirable individuals and unusual incidents.
Until recently the group was well supported by partnership bodies who produced leaflets and
information for distribution. These have now largely been replaced by other methods of
communication, such as the new non-emergency 101 number, ringmaster system of alerts, crime
reports and feedback, information requests by email and anti-social behaviour alerts.
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GN confirmed his intention to resign as village co-ordinator and expressed his thanks to all who
have helped and supported the work of RNHW over the years.
4.3

PARISH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE’S REPORT

The Parish Council was represented by Lindsey Ryan and Brian Keen, who provided a display of
information about the services provided by the Council.
Specific issues currently being looked at by the PC include:
a) Snow Patrol and winter maintenance plans
b) Riccall Community Library
c) Emergency planning for Riccall and new winter agent scheme
d) Riccall Park and the Jubilee Sportsfield, including all weather cricket wicket
e) Outdoor gym equipment for Riccall Park
f) Riccall Round Walk
g) Community engagement
h) Streetlight replacement project
i) Dog fouling
j) Business planning and future projects
k) Vehicle Activated Sign for Main Street
4.4

NORTH YORKSHIRE POLICE REPORT

NY Police were represented by PCSO Adam Wood and Paul Bell. It was reported that crime in the
North Yorkshire area is one of the lowest in the country. However, although there are no current
trends, residents are reminded to keep vigilant and report any suspicious events.
A bogus trader who had been causing problems in the area has now been remanded in custody.
Some issues have been experienced locally with hay bale fires.
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ELECTION OF OFFICERS 2013-2014

The Chairman, Treasurer and Secretary stood for re-election, unanimously agreed by those
present.
The Village Co-ordinator confirmed his resignation.
Chairman:
Treasurer:
Village Co-ordinator:
Secretary:
Independent Examiner for Accounts:

Duncan Rimmer
Eddie Pearce
No nominees
Anne Bell
Tony Potter

An appeal was put out for nominations for Village Co-ordinator.
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ANY OTHER BUSINESS
The next co-ordinators’ meeting will be held on 6 June 2013 at 7pm in the Methodist Chapel.
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CONCLUSION OF FORMAL BUSINESS
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GUEST SPEAKER

The meeting was pleased to welcome Julia Mulligan, the new Police and Crime Commissioner for
North Yorkshire.
JM stated that while North Yorkshire is a very low crime area, geographically it is surrounded by
several Force areas that have much higher crime rates. One third of people arrested in North
Yorkshire actually live outside the county, and are often travelling criminals forming part of a
bigger problem. NHW groups play an essential role in helping police by reporting suspicious
individuals and events.
JM expressed her intention to increase the visibility of the police so that people feel safe in their
communities, as often the fear of crime is disproportionate to the actual risk, and to train officers
in how they can best serve local residents. She also intends to bring NHW awards into the Police
Response and Reassurance awards to recognise the contribution of these groups.
It is hoped to launch a community fund which would help to sponsor projects such as skate parks
to keep youngsters off the streets, as well as supporting older people by giving them information
on how to keep safe. One third of burglaries are opportunist and people need to be reminded of
basic measures such as not leaving windows open when they are not at home.
It is also intended to improve collaboration with various bodies such as local councils and the NHS
as well as the general public, and to improve services. Special emphasis is to be put on training
and recruitment of special constables who have a vital role to play in community policing.
Other priorities are:
To set up a safe place for detaining people who have mental health problems and provide more
support for crisis care in mental health, an issue which takes up a considerable amount of police
time.
To tackle drug crime in York and on the east coast. Collaboration with other police forces is the
key to success. Money is to be made available for treatment and rehabilitation of drug offenders.
To look at the trial by Sussex police in tracking devices for vulnerable people with Alzheimer’s.
NHW groups could be instrumental in identifying people who may be at risk.
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PRESENTATIONS/DISPLAYS BY LOCAL GROUPS

The following village groups were represented:
Riccall Parish Council (Lindsey Ryan/Brian Keen)
Riccall Darby & Joan Club (Roger White)
Riccall Sportsfield Association (Jane Simpson)
Riccall United Junior Football Club (Roger White)
Riccall Bowls Club (Jane Simpson)
Riccall Art Club
Riccall CP School
Riccall Methodist Church
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The Chair of the meeting thanked the speaker, local group representatives and RNHW supporters
for their contribution to the meeting, and refreshments were served to those present.
The meeting closed at 9.00 pm.

SIGNED ________________________________
DATE __________________________
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