Minutes of the Riccall Parish Council meeting
held on 17th March 2014
from 7.30 p.m. at the Regen Centre
Attending: Cllr Keen (Chairman), Cllrs Adamson, Duggan, Dawson, Kilmartin, Nuttall, Owens,
Rookes, Sharp, Somers-Joce and Wilkinson.
Youth Advisor – Calum Finn
Mrs Lindsey Ryan- Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer
Mrs Sandra Botham- Administrative Assistant

1

Apologies and declarations of interest

Apologies:
District Councillor
Youth Advisor

Ian Reynolds
Finn Northrop

Cllr Owens declared an interest in item 7b.
Minutes of the Riccall Parish Council meeting held on 17th February 2014
(circulated)
Minutes of the Administration & Finance Committee held on 10th March
2014 (tabled)

2

Minutes of both meetings were accepted as a true record and adopted.
3

Report on progress and updates since the last meeting

District Cllr Reynolds had updated the Clerk prior to the meeting, noting that the
planning information requested by RPC has not yet been clarified by Selby DC.
An email update from North Yorkshire Police had been circulated prior to the meeting.
The Clerk gave an update on action taken and developments since the last meeting:
 The detection loop on the traffic lights is not recognising cyclists-this has been
reported and BT are to rectify this.


The outdoor gym event, with personal trainer in attendance is this weekend and
the Clerk will contact the local press. Any Cllrs willing to come along can just
turn up on the day.



A resident from York Road has submitted a ‘95 Alive’ complaint about speeding
problems and is awaiting a response.



Further complaints re dog fouling have been received with several residents
requesting stencilling near their properties to help combat what are currently
problem areas. This work has been carried out by Cllr Sharp.
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The Police now have a page on Facebook where problem graffiti can be posted
for identification.



The Clerk has been looking into if any other PC’s are taking part in energy coop’s but has not found any so far. Cllr Duggan offered to find further information
and report back to the Clerk.



Photographs of fly-tipping at the Regen Centre recycling area had been circulated
and the Clerk reported that a meeting is to be arranged between Selby DC, Riccall
PC and the Regen Centre on how best to manage this community facility.



Cllr surgery is to be held on Monday 24th March at the Regen Centre - any Cllrs
able to attend please contact the Clerk.



A resident’s complaint regarding traffic vibration on Main Street (near Back Lane
junction) has been investigated by Mark Lumby and areas have been marked for
repair.



NYCC Highways are dealing with a complaint about plant pots causing an
obstruction on the pavement in Coppergate.



An environmental health issue on Station Rise is being dealt with by SDC.



Section 150 of the LGA 1972 has been repealed, allowing Parish Councils to
make electronic payments.
Matters from Public Participation

A resident had reported parking issues on Station Road which have been investigated by
the police. Cllr Keen noted that he will raise parking issues at the next CEF meeting.
Residents have asked if there is any news on improved broadband reception for the
village. CC Casling had circulated an email referring to this noting that improvements
should be made by the end of 2014.
5

Correspondence

5a) General correspondence - requiring decisions:
The Clerk will arrange an information stand at Riccall Carnival.
5b) General correspondence:
The Clerk had already reported information on detection loops at the traffic lights - see
item 3.

County Cllr Casling had reported via email circulated prior to the meeting on issues
including broadband, CEF, council tax rates for NYCC and SDC.
A resident has notified us that he has put in an objection to SDC for a planning
application on York Road. This was noted.
5c) Late correspondence:
Age UK have made a request for funding, but no donations are being made at the
moment so this will not be considered.
Condor Group of Market Weighton Road who aid with manufacture of flying for
disabled people have written to invite members to visit the site and note they are
providing employment for the area and aiming to become a centre of excellence. Cllrs
interested in visiting the site can contact the Clerk.
6

Accounts for March 2014

A total expenditure of £15,945.69 was agreed for March 2014.
The Clerk gave an update on the budget position and bank reconciliation and these were
both noted.
A request for financial support for the Regen Centre was reconsidered with Cllrs agreeing
that there were not sufficient funds within this financial year to offer funding support for
the Centre. The Community Fund Scheme will be assessed in the next financial year’s
budget. It was also noted that the grant scheme should be advertised again this coming
year to encourage bids.
8.10p.m. - short break for cheque signing.
7

Planning

7a) Selby DC has granted planning permission for the following applications:
None received
7b) The following planning applications were considered:
Proposed front and side extension to create 1No bedroom and en-suite and first floor ensuite area at 44 The Meadows, Riccall
(Lead Cllr – Cllr Sharp)
Cllr Owens had declared an interest in the item as a neighbour. He spoke about his
concerns over the parking arrangements but did not take part in any vote on the matter.

Riccall Parish Council had no objections to the application. There was some concern
over the disturbance of tree roots.
Cllr Keen noted that the impact of car parking should be taken into account for future
planning consultations with particular attention to the fact that Cllrs usually visit sites in
daytime when parking is generally lighter.
7c) Other planning matters
None
8

Reports and Consultation

Cllr Wilkinson reported back for the recent Neighbourhood Watch meeting, noting that
the group are to spend some funds on some promotional material. A date for the AGM
has yet to be confirmed.
Cllr Keen reported back from the first AGM of the Gardening Club, which has 30 plus
members. They thanked Riccall PC for the initial funding which helped to set the group
up. He noted that there were complaints from residents about the general condition of
Riccall Institute and it was decided that, as custodians, Riccall PC should make this an
agenda item for the April meeting and discuss it further. The Clerk will look into any
available trust documents, in preparation for the meeting.
Cllr Dawson reported back from the recent CEF Open Night held at the Regen Centre,
where bids for funding were made by local organisations and voted for at the event. The
CEF Board will make a final decision on the allocation of funding in early April. The
event was extremely well attended. Cllr Keen noted that the number of attendees had
exceeded those expected and a larger room will be used in the future, should the event be
repeated.
The Clerk spoke briefly about the topics covered at the Practitioners Conference and
noted that she had circulated a written report for information. Subjects covered included a
Parish Coat of Arms, Community Governance, Dealing with Difficult People, Youth
Council Projects and Digital Engagement.
At 8.50pm the Chairman moved item 10 forwards, as the guest speakers had arrived.
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Riccall Youth Club

Abda Bashir, Targeted Youth Support Worker and John Alexander, Team Manager, gave
a brief update on work happening in Riccall Youth Club, noting that numbers have
decreased considerably in recent months. It has been proposed that Riccall young people
will join up with Barlby Youth Club, with a bus being provided for transportation. An
introduction visit is planned after Easter. Cllrs asked if there is a particular reason that

numbers are low - it is thought it could be a natural drop in the age group and it was
noted that a summer programme last year was also poorly attended.
Cllrs enquired what volunteer’s qualifications are required – this is mostly a CRB check,
and how topics are chosen- a programme is produced for each term with input from the
youths.
Cllrs noted that they are keen not to lose the facility for Riccall and the Youth Advisor
thought that better promotion may be needed for the club with different topics to attract
new members.
The Chairman thanked the visitors and they left the meeting at 9.00pm
9

Recreational / H&S update

Cllr Nuttall gave an update on health and safety checks completed on Riccall Park play
equipment for February.
The Clerk reported that all minor repairs are now up to date. Sarah from Skatesafe is
helping to source a company to strip back the paint on the skate park, as it is proving
difficult to find someone to do it.
The Clerk provided a further quote to lay tarmac in front of the sports wall. Cllr Sharp
noted that he had noticed four other local parks use concrete / tarmac in front of this type
of equipment. There was no agreement to progress the quote at this time.
The Clerk reported that the final coat of rubberised paint will be applied tomorrow to
complete the cricket wicket.
The Clerk reported back from a meeting with a Council Skate Ambassador with regard to
extending the BMX facilities using the remaining Section 106 funding. Proposed plans
were circulated to tarmac the area in front of the Skatepark, remove the existing top box
and re-site it at the side of the ramp. Cllrs noted it may be more cost effective to leave the
top box and provide a new one. The Clerk will compare costs.
The Clerk advised members that there had been an incident at the Skate Park, where
parents had allowed their young children to climb on the ramps whilst skaters and BMX
riders were trying to use it. The Skate ambassadors had tried to ask the children to leave
the ramps without success and had eventually addressed the parents, receiving verbal
abuse. One of the Skate Ambassadors had posted details of the incident on the ‘Riccall
Park’ Facebook page.
It was agreed that the tag to the story should be removed due to the language used by
some others commenting on it. The issues had been noted and improved signage is
necessary, stating that the facility is for the use of skaters, BMXs, scooters and
rollerblades.

It had been agreed at the Administration & Finance Committee that the Clerk should
order a sign and that an article should go into the next Riccall Beacon and other
members were in agreement with these actions.
Cllrs considered a quote (circulated) to provide a car park at Riccall Park. It was agreed
that the cost of car park would be considered at the November 2014 budget meeting but
that the Clerk should progress the preparative planning work as far as is possible at the
moment.
11

Riccall Round Walk

The Clerk gave an update on the project to create information boards. Lecterns have been
ordered and Justin Harpham is completing the design work. Drafts of the boards were on
show for Council members and comments were positive.
Cllr Keen thanked Sandra Botham for her research work.
12

WW1 Centenary

Ideas to commemorate the centenary of WW1 (information circulated) were considered
and it was agreed to support plans by the British Legion to provide a plaque and possibly
a tree.
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Youth Advisors

The Youth Advisor suggested that they do some research into how the youth club works
and give feedback to Cllrs. He also thought more publicising would be an advantage.
Other suggestions were:
 A scheme for young environmental volunteers to work with the Lands Charity to
work towards the Duke of Edinburgh Award.


Some type of music event/battle of the bands is included at the Carnival to appeal
to young people.



That a Parish Cllr speaks to a group at York College about their role



A section of the Village Green notice board is aimed exclusively at information
for young people

Cllrs suggested a youth page in the Beacon with the clerk adding that Facebook and
Twitter can also be used.
Cllrs noted that a showing of the film ‘Gravity’ at the Regen Centre 20 June, should
appeal to a younger audience.

14

Administration & Finance Committee

The Clerk has checked with Zurich Insurance to confirm that it is new for old cover on
assets.
Cllrs Keen and Wilkinson and the Clerk are to look at the new National Standard Model
for Standing Orders. Cllr Duggan requested an electronic copy.
The Clerk’s delegated power for spending up to £500 without consultation with Council
for general repairs has been increased to £1000.
The Clerk is to investigate whether there is a template document to use for the recording
of financial risk assessments.
The annual allowance for work boots for the litter picker is to increase to cover costs.
15

Minor items and items for the next agenda

Hedges overhanging footpaths are still causing problems for pedestrians. The Clerk noted
that Highways have already been contacted and it is understood that they have contacted
residents concerned but this will be checked.
16

Staff matters

None
The Chairman thanked those present and closed the meeting at 9.50 p.m.

